
Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome back! Your children have returned to school fully refreshed and have had a very settled cou-

ple of days. We look forward to meeting you at our class meetings next week, when teachers will go 

through their plans for the year, the year’s learning expectations and specific whole school areas for 

development which support your child’s learning. All meetings, intended for parents, will be starting at 

5.30pm and should last no longer than about half an hour. Please enter the school via the classroom 

back door accessed either through the KS1 or KS2 playground. Once Squirrel Class has started school, a 

meeting for EYFS parents will be scheduled. The days are as follows: 

Monday 10th September Owl Class and Mole Class (Y 5 and 6) 

Tuesday 11th September Osprey Class and Butterfly Class (Y 3 and 4) 

Wednesday 12th September Rabbit Class, Dove Class and Robin Class (Y 2 and 1)  

Please Note: Dove and Rabbit Class meeting s will be held together in Rabbit Class. 

 

New Members of Staff 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Stephanie Price, Mrs Helene Cartwright and Mrs Carrie Sketty to our 

support staff team; Mrs Price is based in Owl Class and Mrs Cartwright and Mrs Sketty in Osprey Class. 

We are also very pleased to have appointed three ladies to our midday team, Mrs Clair Pepper, Miss 

Angela Santo and Mrs Arjeta Shehu, and they already getting to know your children at lunch time. This 

year Mrs Sarah Fisk will be joining Robin Class as part of her teacher training programme, and Miss 

Louise Windsor will be with Mole Class in her role as trainee teacher for the majority of this term. Final-

ly, we will be welcoming Mrs Gemma Brown to Squirrel Class when Mrs Willis is on maternity leave, and 

Miss Sophie Hughes to Dove Class when Miss Pond takes her maternity leave. We are delighted to have 

made such excellent appointments and hope that all new members of staff settle in quickly and enjoy 

being part of our school team. 

Foundation Stage 

We look forward to seeing our new Foundation Stage children on Monday morning when they are in 

school for the first time from 8.40 – 12.00pm. On Tuesday, Squirrel Class will stay for lunch, being 

picked up at 1.00pm and on Wednesday they start full time, 8.40am – 3.10pm. See you soon!  

Achievement Assembly 

Our first achievement assembly will be next Friday, 14th September, for all children except our new 

Foundation Stage. This term we are working hard to ensure your children are given the best opportuni-

ties to help them focus and we would appreciate your support by politely requesting a reduction of 

noise in the hall when the children enter and leave, and during the assembly on Fridays. Many thanks. 

** Unfortunately due to technical issues we are unable to update our website. This issue should be resolved 

next week — please see upcoming events at the end of the newsletter for information on events and trips ** G
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PARKING 

In the interests of health and safety we request that parents do not park on the zig-zag 

lines or outside the front of the school. 

Attendance 

In order to maximise your child’s progress in learning and in socialising with their friends, we ask that that 

time out of school is minimalised. We understand that at times there are exceptional circumstances for holi-

day requests, but hope parents value learning undertaken during school time and therefore book holidays in 

the thirteen weeks holiday the children are given. Likewise, where possible, it is beneficial if medical ap-

pointments are made outside of school hours whenever possible. Holidays are not authorised unless there 

are exceptional circumstances. Each parent can be fined for each child who has been taken out of school for 

a prolonged unauthorised absence. Holiday request forms can be collected from the school foyer.  

 Many thanks for helping us maximise learning time with your children. 

School Productions 

We have made a small change to school productions this academic year. In order to continue learning, par-

ticularly in the Foundation Subjects, classes will only be undertaking one production across the year. At 

Christmas there will be an EYFS nativity and a KS1 production. KS2 will be involved in the Carol Assembly on 

the last day of this term. Year 2 will continue to take part in the Infant Music Festival Production at Christ-

church in the spring term. In the summer, years 3 and 4 will undertake a production between the two clas-

ses and years 5 and 6 will do a separate production. We hope, with these changes, there will be more in-

volvement from more children. Year 6 Leavers Evening will continue and different groups of children will 

lead whole school special assemblies. 

Healthy Snacks 

Just a reminder that we are a ‘Healthy School’ and ask that all children bring in a 

fruit-based snack Monday – Thursday. Fridays are ‘treat’ days and a chocolate 

bar or bag of crisps is allowed and KS2 children can purchase a treat from the 

tuck shop. Please ensure that your child has a named water bottle for use both at break time 

and during class time. 

Clubs 

Parents will be informed about the clubs on offer for children next week. Clubs will be available for ten 

weeks in the term and cost £10.  

PE  

Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school. Should your child be unable to take part in PE ses-

sions, please drop a note to their class teacher. A reminder that no jewellery should be worn for PE and that 

County requirements state that earrings need to be removed. Long hair should be tied back. 

PE kits are needed on Tuesday 11th September for our in school family cross country event. 
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Peer Mentors 

We are really pleased that 12 of our Year 6 children have been trained by Mike Humphries to be Peer Men-

tors. This role involves helping other children sort out minor disputes and issues in the playground and, 

where appropriate, leading play with other children. They completed a six-week training course, and all suc-

cessfully passed the test at the end! This morning all the children were presented with their certificates. 

Here they are: 

 

 

Drum Lessons 

Matt Weston, our drum teacher, demonstrated the variety of 

styles of drumming in our assembly this morning. He highlighted 

tempo, dynamics and the essential beat which the drums provide 

for other instrumentalists. Look out for a ParentMail detailing how 

to apply should you child be interested in taking up this instru-

ment. 

Parents Evenings 

Our parents’ evenings this term will be on Tuesday 16th and Thursday 18th October.  

As last year, we will be meeting with your child before parents evening to discuss their work and to decide 

on appropriate targets to aid their learning. These will be shared with you during your consultation with 

staff, and towards the end of the term you will receive a written summary commenting on achievements in 

relation to the targets set. We fully appreciate all support you give your children 

to help them achieve their targets, and the on-going support you give for read-

ing and home learning activities. Your involvement makes a huge difference. 

Should you have any queries or worries, please pop in and see your child’s class 

teacher at the end of the school day. 
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Learning around the school this week 



 

Owl Class sharing their homework on Extreme Earth 

 

Butterfly Summer Homework 

‘On the summer holiday I went to Lyme Regis in Dorset. My 

Dad and I found two fossils and about four from the museum.’ 

By Kyle 

BOOK FAIR 

The travelling Book Fair will be arriving on Friday 14th September  -  information regarding this will sent out 

via ParentMail. 
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FOGLS NEWS 

Thank you to everyone for their kind shoe donations for the charity SALS Shoes.  Some of the FOGLS ladies 

have been boxing up all the shoes so that can be collected and forwarded on to the children in Africa.  Many 

thanks for you support of this charity.  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming FOGLS events; More Details will follow about these 

 

28.9.18-Macmillan Coffee Morning 

17.9.18-Halloween Fancy Dress Disco 

5.11.18-Bags2School Collection 

30.11.18-Christmas Bazaar 

January 2019/Date to be confirmed-Quiz Night/Bingo Night 

11.2.19-Silver Smarties 

29.3.19-Chocolate Bake Off Day 

4.4.19-Easter Fun Run 

30.4.19-Bags2School Collection 

15.6.19-Summer Fete 

23.7.19-Summer School Disco 

FOGLS next meeting for existing members is on Wednesday 12th September at 7pm in the 
staff room.  This is followed by our AGM in the hall at 7.30pm where we will discuss the 
money we've raised and how it's been spent, over a glass of something fizzy! We would 

love to see you there so come and find out a bit more about what we do!  Entry will be via 
KS1 playground. 

Our annual Macmillan coffee morning will be held on Friday 28th September after our 
harvest assembly.  Do come and join us for a cuppa and some cake to raise money for 

this incredibly worthwhile charity. If there are any bakers who would like to donate 
treats for this day then please drop in your goodies to the office on the morning of the 

28th. 
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E-Safety tip of the week 

The age ratings that come with games, apps, films, social  

Networks and more, are a good guide to whether they are  

Suitable for your child. 

Pet Service 

 

Calling all pet owners… 

There is a service of blessing for all pets this Sunday, 9.30am at St John’s Church Little 
Leighs. All are welcome! Please see poster for details at the end of the newsletter 

Week 3 menu  -  Don’t forget to order! 
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Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 2018/2019 

Friday 19th October 2018 

Thursday 3rd January 2019 

Friday 4th January 2019 

 




