
Dear Parents/Carers 

It was good to see so many parents at parents evening this week, we appreciate the time and support 

you give your child’s education.  

Bread making last Saturday was great fun! Many golden loaves, plaits and unique shapes were made – 

the proving really paid off when we saw the size of the final products! Farmer James helped us see the 

impact of yeast in the bread, Sam cooked the loaves to perfection and Rev Sandra gave us all great en-

couragement throughout the process!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all those children who took part in the Harvest Festival at Little Leighs Church last Sunday – 

the singing, hand chimes and dancing were superb and all children reading to the congregation did so 

with confidence and eloquence.  

Many thanks to Sam and FOGLS for organizing or school discos this week – they were great fun and so 

many children and parents had put such effort into scary costumes and make-up! 

Staff News 

We said a couple of farewells yesterday… 

Miss Windsor, our student teacher who has been working with Mole Class this term, 

has now completed her training! She has been a fantastic addition to our team and we 

wish her every success in her future career.  

Tammy, one of our catering team, has been a massive help and support in the kitchen 

and has always had a very upbeat attitude to all the children she has served and 

helped. Tammy will be greatly missed and we wish her well in her new role within a 

nursery setting.  

Miss Pond is also leaving us – for a short time – and we wish her all the very best as 

she starts her maternity leave.   

We warmly welcome Miss Sophie Hughes who will be teaching Dove Class during this 

time. 
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Links with Nepal 

Many of you will remember that last academic year we supported the lives of children Nepal who live in 
a school in the town away from their parents. The children are sent to the school as their parents are 
unable to feed or take care of them due to lack of money and very poor living conditions. Colin Tofts, a 
friend of parents in Osprey class, travels to Nepal a couple of times a year to help improve the building 
in which the children live and learn. These children generally sleep on the floor of one of the school 
rooms and help convert the living accommodation into a learning room each morning. The contrast be-
tween all that our children have and the children in Nepal is immense and our pupils were very keen to 
help support children of their own age who have so little. 

He will be travelling to Nepal on the 10thof November, taking two large bags of second-hand coats and 

jumpers with him, to help the children keep warm during the winter months. Any coats or jumpers your 

child has grown out of he would really appreciate – do drop them in the office marked for ‘Colin Tofts’ as 

soon as possible! Please note this is a request for coats and jumpers only, any other items you may have 

would be appreciated for Bags 2 School.  Many thanks 

 

Relaxation Evening for parents and staff! 

We are holding a relaxation evening for parents and staff on Friday 9th November! Colin Tofts, our link 

with a school in Nepal, is a trained Yoga teacher and is volunteering to hold a ‘Sound Bath’ deep relaxa-

tion session. We will be charging £5 for this session – usually priced above £20 – and all money raised 

will go to the development of our school sensory garden. Do put the date in your diary, book your tick-

et and bring your friends or relatives along! You can purchase tickets through your child’s ParentMail 

account.  If you have any long standing medical conditions you are concerned about before booking 

please contact the office.  

 

 



Year 2  -  India Week 

‘On Tuesday 16th October we had a very busy India Day.  First, we made sweet Indian Barfi, that is an Indian 
sweet made of condensed milk and beautiful coconut. We took it in turns to stir the mixture. After that we all 
took a bit out and rolled it into a sweet, sticky ball.  Next we made Raita which is an Indian dip.  It is made of 
yoghurt, cucumber and mint. There were three things to do which were peeling crunchy, orange carrots, cutting 
up the green parsley and mint and finally we had to grate the cucumber.  Then we did a samosa, it is made of 
spicy curry powder, peas, mash potatoes and thin pastry.  We had to be careful because it was very thin.  Then 
we packed our suitcases. We learnt that you have to cover your knees and shoulders to be respectful and that 
there are lots of mosquitos so we would need to take insect repellent. After that we walked to the airport. Miss 
Bergin checked our passports and tickets and then we got on an enormous plane.  We took our seats and the 
plane took off. Then, when we got there we did a beautiful dance.  The parents watched us.  Next we ate the 
food and the parents ate it too.  Finally, we lit our Diwali lamps and sang a song call Twinkle Twinkle Lamps So 
Bright.’    By Emi, Nieve and Erin.        

 



FOGLS HALLOWEEN DISCO’S 

 

It was lovely to see so many children in so many different costumes at our  

Halloween disco.  Krazy Kids disco played loads of spooky tunes so the children were able to show off 

their dance moves!!  A big thank you to all parents and FOGLS members who helped ensure this annual 

event ran smoothly as always.  We hope all the children  enjoyed themselves. 
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KS2 Badminton 

‘On Tuesday 16th October Macy, Amelia, Ben and Tommy went to a badminton tourna-

ment.  When we got there we were greeted by the lady who hosted it.  She took us to a 

court and we got to practice before the actual matches.  First we had to pick  if we were 

1,2,3 or 4.  Amelia was 1, Tommy was 2, Ben was 3 and Macy was 4.  1 and 2 were sin-

gles and 3 and 4 were doubles. Amelia and Tommy got to choose if they wanted to do a 

doubles match with either 3 or 4.  Amelia lost 

one match (doubles with Ben) and won the 

rest.  Tommy lost 2 and won the rest including 

doubles with Macy and Ben.  Macy and Ben lost 2 and won the rest.  Then when we fin-

ished we sat down and listened to the results.  We all came 3rd and beat Bishops!  We got 

a bronze medal and a certificate.  Mrs Waters was very happy when we told her.  We all 

had so much fun.’  

 

By: Macy and Amelia 

Yr. 5/6 Family In-house Football & Hockey Tournament 

‘On Tuesday, like every year, we had our Football and Hockey tour-

nament and all the family captains chose the teams.  In the after-

noon the football match started and all the matches had quite 

tight scores.  They were either 1 or 2 goals behind.  There were great tackles and goals and some goals were 

astonishing.  5th place was Birch with 3 goals, joint 3rd was Ash and Hazel with 5 goals, 2nd place was Elm 

with 6 goals and, with an extremely tight score, Oak were 1st place with 7 goals.  Everyone was a great 

sports person and cheered and supported their teams.’  By Izzy 

 

‘On Tuesday 16th October we had a family hockey match.  It was really fun.  We all did really well.  The scores 

were very tight for all the matches but the overall winner was Hazel.’  By Libbie & Jacob 

Ash 1  -  Birch 0 

Ash 1  -  Elm 0 

Ash 1  -  Hazel 2 

Ash 0  -  Oak 1 

Oak 0  -  Elm 0 

Elm 0  -  Hazel 1 

Birch 1  -  Oak 0 

Birch 1  -  Hazel 0 

Oak 0  -  Hazel 0 
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Autumn fun for Mole Class 

‘On Friday 12th October Mole class went on a fabulous journey to the forest with Mrs Dyke and her daughter Rachel.  First we 

went through two fields and in the second field we met a horse who looked like little red riding hood.  When we got there Mrs 

Dyke gave us a journey stick for when we went walking through Sandlay forest. We did a lot of learning about germination, 

roots, leaves, flowering and seed dispersal.  Then we drew a life cycle.  We also drew a plant and labelled the different parts 

of the plant.  We planted daffodil bulbs and wrote instructions on how to make a cutting.  We also looked at runners, bulbs 

and rhizome. People collected unique acorns, leaves, berries, conkers, nuts, pinecones, bark and moss.  We also saw badger 

holes, rabbit holes and fox holes.  After all of that we played for fifteen minutes.  Sadly, after that, we had to go home.  Every-

one enjoyed science with Mrs Dyke.’  By: Lois D, Edie and Charley 

Enrichment Days 

This week, selected children got to enjoy activity days at Little Waltham Primary and Newlands Spring Pri-

mary as part of our Cluster group. 

‘On Monday 15th October two children from a few different local schools went to Little Waltham school to 

take part in an enrichment day.  The first activity was a challenge to see who could build the tallest tower 

out of marshmallows and we called  it Spagley—we won!  Our key tactic was to make it with triangles.  After 

the first activity we went out for break and to speak to some new kids and make friends.  Our second activity 

was making a bridge out of just scrap paper and glue.  The size of the bridge had to be 30cm long  -  from 

one side of the table to the other.  Our strategy was to make cylinders and fill them with crumpled paper, 

then we added supports on either side of the bridge.  There was no one winner as we all made sturdy bridg-

es.  After lunch we changed groups again.  We all got given one balloon per group.  The colour of the balloon 

was your group colour.  We had to make our own game that included all the team members.  For our game 

everyone had to have a hit of the ball before hitting the balloon over the net.  Our surprise element was after 

getting 18 points one more balloon would be thrown in.  After all the fun it was time to go home.’   

By Helen Yr. 6 
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CATERING ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

10 hours per week Monday – Friday 11:45-13:45 - Band 1 to max 

We are a vibrant school tucked away in this beautiful Essex village looking to recruit a catering assistant to help in 

our school kitchen. 

The successful candidate will be required to carry out general kitchen duties including preparation and serving of school meals, 

clearing away, cleaning and washing up duties. We want school food to be an integral part of our whole school ethos and the 

post holder can expect to work as part of a committed school team. 

 

Please visit www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk for further information and to apply 

SCHOOL LEARNING COUNCIL NEWS 

Poppy Appeal 

On the 5th to the 9th of November, we will be selling Poppy based products for the Royal British Legion. Pencils, 
rubbers, pencil sharpeners and poppy clips will be available.  They will be selling from 50p to £1 at break times in 
the bandstand. 

On the 16th of November we will be making Pudsey pictures on the hall floor from any loose 

change. Please bring in any change on the day.   By Lily-Anne 

School Run Clubs 

All school run clubs resume week beginning 29th Oct 18 

Monday  -  Sewing 3.15pm  -  4.00pm 

Tuesday  -  Yr. 5/6 Early Morning Fitness 8.00am  -  8.30am 

Yr. 2/3 Dance 3.15pm  -  4.00pm 

Yr. 4/5/6 Athletics/Fitness 3.15pm  -  4.00pm 

EYFS/KS1 Indoor Games 3.15pm  -  4.00pm 

Digital Leaders 3.15pm  -  4.00pm 

Yr. 5/6 Netball 3.15pm  - 4.00pm 

Wednesday  -  Yr. 4/5/6 Creative Dance 3.15pm  - 4.00pm 

Yr. 4/5/6 Cross Country 3.15pm   -  4.00pm 

Thursday  -  KS2 Gardening 3.15pm  -  4.00pm 

KS2 Art 3.15pm  -  4.15pm 

KS1 Cookery 3.15pm  -  4.15pm  (KS2 starts 15th Nov) 

 

http://www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk


Check out our new Winter menu’s!  We return on Week 1  -  Don’t forget to order! 





E-Safety tip of the week 

Talk with your child about how people they meet online may not 
be who they say they are, even if the pictures look like their 
friend. 

 

Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2018/2019 

Friday 19th October 2018    

Thursday 3rd January 2019 

Friday 4th January 2019    Mon-

day 3rd June 2019 

Don’t forget to log in and practice over 

Half Term! 

Secondary School Applications for September 2019 – Reminder for Year 6 
Parents 

As you may be aware, the statutory closing date for applications from parents of Year 6 children (for a secondary 
school place in Year 7 from September 2019) is 31

st
 October 2018. 

Applications can be made via the website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions . 

Chelmer Valley High School have their fireworks night coming up 

2nd Nov 18.  Come into the office if you wish to purchase tickets. 

If you’re planning a clear out over half term don’t forget Bag 2 

School are collecting on Monday 5th November at 9.00am 

If you need any extra bags please ask the office 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions



