
Dear Parents/Carers 

It was great to see so many parents at our Harvest Assembly this morning, 

especially the parents of our Foundation Stage children. All children made an 

excellent contribution to the assembly whether in their singing, playing a 

musical instrument, reading or dancing for us. This harvest we have been 

fortunate in having James Hawkes into school.  He is a local farmer, who 

showed the children a variety of the crops he grows on his land and the ways in 

which these crops provide food for us and animal feed. Our Harvest Assembly 

focused on the need of local people who are unable to buy food for their families 

and the excellent work of the Braintree Food Bank in providing help when need-

ed. A huge thanks to you from the School Learning Council for all the food donat-

ed for the food bank which is currently very low on supplies due to high demand.  

Here are some photos from the assembly; your children were fantastic! 

FOGLS Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Thank you for supporting this event – there was a variety of 

fantastic cakes for parents to enjoy over a cup of coffee 

and a chat! We’ll let you know the amount raised next 

week.  Congratulations to Ethan’s Dad who won the 

cake raffle! Enjoy! 
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Issue: 4  28th September 2018 

Grow Learn Persevere Succeed 

admin@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk 

Break and Lunch Times 

At break and lunch we do encourage all children to have some fresh air so they are rejuvenated for 

their next session. This can be playing on the school field, on the playground or sitting in the bandstand 

if the children would like to sit down and chat with friends. We are aware that some children may feel 

a little under the weather when returning to school following illness, but would encourage a sit out-

side, wrapped in their coat/gloves/hat if necessary. Should you wish your child to remain inside for any 

specific medical reasons, please let his/her class teacher know and he/she will be permitted to sit in 

the library and read a book. Many thanks for your support. 



Census Day 

I would encourage as many children as possible to take up our Greatest Showman themed lunch next Thurs-

day as school funding for Universal Free School Meals for KS1 is determined by numbers recorded on this 

day. Our catering team have a stunning menu including: big top hot dogs, tightrope veggie hot dogs, acrobat 

fries, Barnum baked beans, trapeze peas, ham wrap with a sideshow salad and PT’s chocolate popcorn cup-

cake! What an exciting menu! 



Great War research  -  Year 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘On Wednesday 26th September  Anne Wilson came in to talk to us all about the Great War, 

World War 1.  She told us it lasted 4 years, 3 months and 14 days.  It was 100 years since the 

war to end all wars ended.  We used empty plastic bottles to make the poppies by cutting the 

bottom of the bottle off and painting it red.  There were lots of other activities such as writing 

a biography about a someone who did great things in the war  like nursing or fighting.  We 

also drew our lunch and next to it the food the soldiers would have had  -  it was much more 

rationed.  Another one was writing a letter to a loved one who wasn’t in the war.  It was real-

ly hard trying to make up a man or woman’s name.  Anne then told us that on Monday 1st 

October a crew from Anglia TV would be filming us making the poppies.  Everyone was so ex-

cited!  In early November we will be going on a walk looking for the silhouette soldiers that 

have been hidden around the village and they will all have our poppies on them.’   

By: Bethan D 
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Year 3 Museum Trip 

We did many activities on our school trip. At the start of making our timeline we made puzzles with a part-
ner. Our puzzle was a picture of a settlement with a layer of defence. We learnt that during the Ice Age we 
were connected to France but as the ice melted the sea waters rose and we became an island. 

We really enjoyed handling the artefacts, making cave paintings from mixing in binders like honey, egg yolk 
and water and also doing knapping. We did this with soap as a real flint would be very sharp! 

By: Luke 

CATERING ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

10 hours per week Monday – Friday 11:45-13:45 - Band 1 to max 

We are a vibrant school tucked away in this beautiful Essex village looking to re-

cruit a catering assistant to help in our school kitchen. 

The successful candidate will be required to carry out general kitchen duties in-

cluding preparation and serving of school meals, clearing away, cleaning and 

washing up duties. We want school food to be an integral part of our whole school 

ethos and the post holder can expect to work as part of a committed school team. 

 

Please visit www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk for further information and to apply 

Use of Assembly Time 

In order to support all abilities, children sometimes remain in the class during assembly to have one to one 
or group support. This is very valuable time for those children and can often iron out misconceptions or be 
more practice time for challenging areas of learning. Some children who are unable to read daily at home 
also benefit from reading during this time. Should your child be in class during our Achievement Assembly 

they will be collected in order to receive their award. 

http://www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk


 

Don’t forget to log in and see if you can make next 

week’s leader board! 

Fastest Answers 

1st Bethan D 1.60 sec 

2nd Jimmy J 1.90 sec 

3rd Lily-Anne W / Patrick W 2.03 sec 

Earnings since start of Autumn Term 

1st Bethan D 78 993 

2nd Millie S 13 780 

3rd Ben W 10 030 

Lifetime Earnings 

1st Bethan D 250 154 

2nd Mia S 68 993 

3rd Holly Mc 57 554 

Year 3/4 Cross Country  

Thursday saw the first fixture of the season for our Yr 3/4 teams.  All the teams 

ran exceptionally well and were placed in the top 3 teams in the small schools 

event.  All children showed excellent determination to complete the course.  

Our highest finishers were Oscar B in 2nd place, Charlotte A in 4th place and Aimee B in 6th 

place.  Well done to you all and a big thank you to the parents who helped with transport 

and cheered the children on. 

Bread Making morning  

Rev Sandra is holding a family morning on Saturday October 13th from 9am 

– 12pm at Great Leighs Primary School hall for any family who would like 

to learn how to make bread.  Look out for letters coming home in book 

bags Monday 1st October for more information. 

 



E-Safety tip of the week 

If your child comes to you with an issue, stay calm and  

Listen without judging them. 

Week 3 menu  -  Don’t forget to order! 

Reminder: Badge Assembly 

ParentMail invitations have gone out to parents ad-

vising them of our Badge Assembly 8.50am Monday 

1st October 2018 for the children selected for Pre-

fect, School Council, Digital Leader and Sports Cap-

tains positions. 

Reminder: Year 5/6 Mandir Visit  

Don’t forget children should be at school 

for 7.30am on Tuesday 2nd Oct. 



Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup 
goes to 

Butterfly Class 

100% attendance 
for 

last week  

Well done to you all! 
Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 2018/2019 

Friday 19th October 2018    Thursday 3rd January 2019 

Friday 4th January 2019    Monday 3rd June 2019 

Keyboard Lessons 

Mr Boyle still has room for more pupils if your child would 

like to learn the keyboard.  10 x 15min lessons are £33 for 

the term.  Please ask at the office for a form to sign up. 


