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1. Introduction: 

1.1. At Great Leighs Primary School we believe that all children are entitled to the best 
possible start in their school life, both intellectually and emotionally, in order to enable 
them to develop their full potential and to develop important key skills which set the 
pattern for their learning. 

2. Aims of the Foundation Stage: 

2.1. To provide quality learning experiences for all children.  Learning will be facilitated 
through practical and play activities which are structured, balanced, relevant to the 
child and related to the real world.  

2.2. To provide a curriculum which takes account of, and responds to, the children’s 
developmental needs and allows them to make progress related to their differing 
abilities.  

2.3. To ensure the children have positive experiences of success at their own levels in 
order to give them confidence and motivation for learning in the future. 

2.4. To create a working partnership with parents to support and enhance the development 
of the children. 

3. Induction 

3.1. Before the children start in our setting parents and children are invited to three 
familiarisation sessions. The purpose of these initial visits is for the children to meet 
their new practitioners and start to become familiar with the setting environment; 
activities are provided for the children whilst parents meet with the Headteacher, 
SENCO and Early Years Leader to inform parents about school life at Great Leighs. 
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Practitioners will also go to visit the children in their current pre-school settings. The 
aim of these visits is to support practitioners in developing their knowledge and 
understanding of each child in order to make the transition smooth.  

3.2. Information packs will be distributed to parents during the Induction Sessions, detailing 
the school ethos, vision,values, school routines and expectations and other necessary 
documentation.  

4. The Early Years Framework (curriculum) 

4.1. Teaching in our Early Years Foundation Stage is delivered in accordance with the 
government’s statutory document ’The Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage’ (2017).  

4.2. We provide a broad, balanced, differentiated curriculum which addresses the 
children‘s social, emotional, physical, intellectual, moral and cultural development 
within a safe, secure and stimulating environment. This framework enables each child 
to learn and develop skills, attitudes and understanding in the following areas of 
learning: 

4.3. The curriculum is centred around three prime areas of learning; these prime areas 
being: 

4.3.1. Personal, Emotional and Social Development 

4.3.2. Communication and Language 

4.3.3. Physical development 

4.3.4. We also develop four specific areas which strengthen the prime areas. These 
specific areas are: 

4.3.4.1. Mathematics 

4.3.4.2. Literacy 

4.3.4.3. Understanding the World 

4.3.4.4. Expressive Art and Design 

4.4. These areas of learning and development address children’s differing skill sets - 
physical, cogitative, linguistic, social and emotional development. No one aspect of 
development stands in isolation from the others as all the areas of learning and 
development are all closely interlinked. This ensures the delivery of a holistic, child-
centred curriculum which allows children to make links between the areas they are 
learning.  

4.5. All areas of learning and development are given equal weighting and value. 
Benchmarks of development are the 17 Early Learning Goals which prepare the 
children to move onto the National Curriculum as appropriate in Year 1.  

4.6. To facilitate teaching and learning across these areas the children choose to 
participate in a variety of activities and experiences, both child-initiated and adult led. 

5. Learning Outdoors  

5.1. Our ‘outdoor classroom’ is a fantastic resource which gives the pupils a safe space in 
which they can explore and develop their physical skills whilst learning to work with 
and alongside others through structured and informal play. 

5.2. Outdoor learning provides an important part of a child’s development. Across the 
Foundation Stage we encourage free flow between the classroom and outdoor 
learning area. Daily activities are set up outside which support all six areas of learning. 
Regardless of the weather children can choose to learn and further their development 
outside. We have warm and waterproof clothing for poor weather but need named 
coats to be brought into school daily as weather can be changeable. 
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6. Assessment and Record Keeping 

6.1. The main EYFS assessment method is through practitioners’ observations of children 
in different teaching and learning contexts, including both adult focused activities and 
child initiated play. Observations take place on a daily basis (both formally and 
informally). Practitioners make time to carry out planned observations of individuals 
and groups of children regularly. They also make spontaneous observations in order 
to capture significant moments of children’s learning. All practitioners are involved in 
observing children. Practitioners use observations to support their developing 
knowledge of individual children. It informs them of children’s abilities, needs, interests, 
play schemas and learning styles. Observations are evaluated, children’s learning 
priorities are identified and relevant learning opportunities are planned to support 
children to make their next steps and progress. Learning Journeys record children’s 
progress over the academic year in all areas of Learning and Development of the 
EYFS framework. Samples of children’s work are gathered, along with photographic 
evidence and observations. There is continuous monitoring and assessment of each 
child’s development against the Early Learning Goals. At the end of the year each 
child’s attainment is reported to the Local Authority. Baseline assessments are carried 
out during the children’s first weeks in the school setting.  

7. Parents as Partners 

7.1. At Great Leighs Primary School we recognise the importance of establishing positive 
relationships with parents, as highlighted by the EYFS framework. We understand that 
an effective partnership between school and home will have a positive impact on 
children’s learning and development. So, practitioners endeavour to encourage the 
regular sharing of information about the children with parents. We value the role of 
parents as children’s primary educators. We encourage parents to share their unique 
knowledge of their child, providing further insight into the child as an individual (e.g. 
characteristics, interests, experiences, likes, dislikes).  

7.2. This supports practitioners in establishing interesting and stimulating learning 
experiences, responding to children’s needs and interests. Parents are kept informed 
of what is happening in the setting through regular letters, reading records and informal 
chatting at the beginning and end of the day. This also gives suggestions of how 
parents can support their children’s learning at home; consolidating and building on 
what has been covered in the setting. Whole school newsletters are also sent home 
on a weekly basis.  

7.3. Parents are invited to attend parents’ evenings during the course of the academic year. 
The first of these takes place during the Autumn term to allow practitioners and parents 
to discuss how children have settled into school and discuss their individual child’s 
needs. Another parent’s evening takes place during the Spring term where 
practitioners will provide feedback on children’s learning, development and progress.  

7.4. Other opportunities for practitioners to share children’s learning, development and 
well-being with parents include an on-line learning journey (Tapestry), termly parents 
evenings and end of year reports where children’s achievements are recognised. 
Parents are also invited to get involved with school life. There are opportunities for 
parents to help with activities such as educational visits. Support with reading in class 
is also greatly valued as well as offering their particular skills (e.g. cooking, art, music) 
to support children’s learning.  

7.5. All parents are also welcome into Friday celebration assemblies where children’s work 
and individual achievements are praised. Our school has a friendly, open-doors ethos 
and practitioners are available to talk to parents at the beginning and end of the day 
wherever possible. Parents are always welcomed into school and encouraged to 
discuss and concerns they might have. 
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8. Discipline 

8.1. Positive behaviour is expected and encouraged in the Foundation Stage as within the 
rest of school. We operate reward systems and praise good behaviour and attitudes. 
Age appropriate strategies are used to develop a safe and secure environment for 
learning. We use a whole school approach to discourage disruptive behaviours. The 
children are encouraged and praised for following the school rules. 

9. SEN  

9.1. See separate policy   

10. Equal Opportunities  

10.1. See separate policy  

11. Monitoring and review 

11.1. It is the responsibility of the EYFS teacher to follow the principles stated in this policy. 
There is a named Governor responsible for the EYFS. This governor will discuss EYFS 
practice with the practitioners regularly and provide feedback to the whole governing 
body, raising any issues that require discussion. The Early Years Leader will carry out 
monitoring of the EYFS as part of the whole school monitoring schedule. 

 
 
 
 


