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Dear Parents 

Welcome to the spring term, I would like to wish you a Happy New Year!   I look forward to another busy and 
exciting term with Owl class.   

Key Learning Opportunities 
 

Literacy Looking at a range of key text types and genres of writing. The range of writing we will study 
this term will include: recount, narrative, poetry, argument, reports and persuasion.  
Throughout the term we will also be studying English grammar, punctuation, spelling and the 
use of paragraphs. We shall also practice answering SATs style questions as a class and 
individually for reading and grammar and punctuation when we have practice tests. 

Numeracy We will be revising counting and the properties of number. We will be securing number facts 
and calculating using the four rules. We will work on solving word problems and applying our 
key maths skills in many different contexts. We will revise how to find angles using a protractor, 
look at the concepts of algebra, probability and understanding of using and applying number to 
complete calculations. We shall also practice answering SATs style questions as a class and 
individually when we have practice tests. It will be essential that your child has a quick and 
accurate knowledge of their tables. 

Topic Work This term will be looking in detail at World War 2.  Our main focus of the topic will be looking at 
children of the war and the evacuation.  Later on in the term we will also look at the life of 
Anne Frank.  We will use a variety of resources and evidence to develop our historical skills.  

Science: We will be learning about: animals including humans and Light. 

R.E. We will be following the Essex LA agreed syllabus by studying Humanism and looking at views 
 about death in different religions. 

Computing We will cover areas such as e-safety, coding, multimedia, programming and learning about 
stocks & shares. 

P.E. Our P.E. activities this term include: gymnastics, endball, netball and basketball. 
PE Days 1st half term: Monday and Tuesday 
PE Days 2nd half term: Tuesday and Friday 

 
We will also be completing our ‘Mock Mock’ SATs tests at the end of January and the results from these practice 
tests will be shared with you during our parent consultation evening at the start of February. 
 
Homework – Handed out on a Friday.  Due in on a Thursday. 
Thank you for your support in the autumn term helping your child ensure homework was completed and handed in.  
Every week the children will continue to complete a piece of written homework and a maths question sheet which 
they should answer in their books. They will be given rewards for homework that is handed in on time and 
completed to a high standard.  Your child will also have spellings to learn once per week (handed out on a Friday) 
and I expect them to read for at least fifteen minutes every day. They can read to themselves or to an adult and 
should choose from a variety of different texts.   
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Uniform and P.E. Kit 
It is important that the children take pride in their appearance so please try to make sure that they have a clean 
uniform every day. It is useful to have everything named to avoid mix ups. The children should have their P.E. kit in 
school and again it should all be named.  Children with long hair should have their hair tied back please and earrings 
out on these days. If your child comes to school on P.E. days with earrings in please make sure that they are able to 
take them out.  As they are growing up, we will on occasion have discussions as a class about the importance of 
looking after ourselves and good personal hygiene. Children may wish to bring a roll-on deodorant for use after P.E. 
and this should be named and kept in their P.E. bags.  
 
School Website: 
There are numerous resources to help support you with helping your child with their learning:   
http://www.greatleighsprimaryschool.co.uk/parents-info/helping-your-child-homework  
http://spellingframe.co.uk/  - is very useful for spellings. 
 
E-Safety 
Here are some useful links regarding e-safety: 

◼ CEOP: www.ceop.gov.uk 
◼ Think U Know: www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
◼ Childnet: www.childnet-int.org 
◼ Kidsmart: www.kidsmart.org.uk/movies/Safe_Surfing.swf 

 
 
As always, do not hesitate to contact me or see me after school if you have any questions or queries.  

Thank you for your valued support 

Mr Garlick 
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