
Dear Parents/Carers 

It has been a great week at school for our children – particularly for our Cross Country teams, despite a 
couple of unsettling issues. Today our Year 6 children should hear their secondary school places and we 
hope all children have been allocated the school of their choice.   
 

E-Safety 
As you are all aware there has been a viral outbreak regarding ‘Momo’ and we sent information 
for you about this through ParentMail. We have spoken to both Mole Class and Owl Class about this 
issue, reminding them of the following:  
 

 Should they see unpleasant images/content on devices, children should inform parents so the 
material can be blocked and, where appropriate, reported  

 Not to give any personal details out on-line  
 Not to follow any instructions given to them through the games/ You-Tube clips they are watch-

ing  
 

We have also spoken individually to children in the rest of the school who have mentioned ‘Momo’ to 
us, or if we have heard discussions on this theme. We do not want to frighten children or encourage 
their investigation of this issue. As parents you will have your own rules for monitoring your child’s 
time on devices and the material they are using, and we urge you to have internet safety discussions 
with your children to keep them safe and confident in how to use the internet appropriately. As part of 
Computing Lessons, children will be reminded of internet safety.  As Essex County Council is our broad-
band service provider and they manage our broadband filtering, we are benefiting from all the updates 
they are applying and are continuing to use the highest level of filtering for ‘bad words’ available to 
schools.  
  
Thank you to all the parents of Mole Class who attended parent/teacher consultations this week with 
Miss Steward; we hope you found the conversations useful in hearing your child’s progress and  ways 
of supporting them this term.  
 

World Book Day  
Monday is ‘World Book Day’ and our children will be spending the day being authors! Instead of dress-
ing up this year, we are encouraging children to bring in a couple of props which give other 
children a clue as to the character they would be. For example, if they were Har-
ry Potter they might bring a picture of an owl and a picture of a broomstick... if they are 
Matilda, they might bring in a book and a red hairband...       Many thanks for your sup-
port.   

New School Windows 

Have you noticed the new look to the school as you come in?  We are very pleased with our new win-
dows that have been supplied and fitted by Anglian Home Improvements.  If you need some windows/
doors, Anglian Home Improvements are happy to offer a discount to families of the school.  Check our 
website here http://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/news-events/weekly-newsletters/local-events/ for more 
details.  
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We were extremely concerned to hear that some parents had received an apparent ‘scam’ letter from 
Essex County Council regarding a POETS survey for their child.  After some investigating early this morn-
ing we are pleased to advise this is not a scam—please read the below statement received from ECC this 

morning: 
 
 
 
A letter was sent by Essex County Council on 28 February to families in Essex with an invitation to take part 
in the POET survey. This survey is a national survey which gathers views on SEND support and how effective 

the support is for children and families.  The purpose of the survey is to plan and improve the service that 
we deliver to you. 

 

The survey is provided by InControl.  The survey is completed online and is anonymous; no personal infor-
mation is gathered as part of this survey.  The responses to the survey are collated by InControl and the 

summary of the findings are shared with Essex County Council, giving us invaluable feedback as to the im-
pact of SEND support across the County. We are also given information about how Essex compares to other 

regions and with the national picture.  

 

No personal data has been shared with InControl. 

 

We apologise that an incorrect number was printed on the top of the letter and for any concern that this 
has raised amongst parents who received the letter. The email contact details and the page on the Essex 

Local Offer are correct.  

 

http://www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/listing/poet-personal-outcomes-evaluation-tool/ 

 

The parents’/child’s names have been gathered from the school census, a statutory data collection that 
happens 3 times per year and is shared with the Local Authority and the DfE for the purposes of managing 
provision.  ‘SEN Support’ may have been recorded by your child’s school for a variety of different reasons 

throughout their school life.   

 

Information on how we use your data can be found at https://www.essex.gov.uk/privacy-notices/
education/Pages/Education.aspx 

 
The survey is optional for families who wish to give feedback on their experience and their child’s sup-

port.  If you do not feel it is relevant to your child then please disregard it. 
 
 
  

http://www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/listing/poet-personal-outcomes-evaluation-tool/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/privacy-notices/education/Pages/Education.aspx
https://www.essex.gov.uk/privacy-notices/education/Pages/Education.aspx


Silver Smarties 

Thank to everyone who returned their Smarties tubes for today.  We have decided to give the 

children one last chance to do weekend chores for you!! Final closing date will be Thursday 7th 

March 2019 and the winning class will be announced on Friday 8th March 2019. 

The money raised will be put towards our planned sensory garden and we hope to pur-

chase a water feature similar to this one with funds raised. 

 

 

 

You may remember that, with your support, we were successful in securing funding from Tesco Bags of Help to start refurbishing 
the main hall.   

 

Over the half term holidays, we had new motors and blinds fitted to the skylights, which means 
they will now open! 

 

A huge thank you to parents and Tesco for their support. 

School Council News 

Thank you to all the KS2 Children that make use of our Friday Tuck Shop.  We the profits we have been able 

to purchase some new fun play equipment for all the children to enjoy. 

 



E-Safety tip of the week 

 

Explore together!  

  

Ask your child what they are 

doing online and get them to get  

them to tell you about it. 

Cross Country Relays 

The Cross Country season came to a close yesterday with the 
team relays.  We did incredibly well all round and our Year 3/4 
and Year 5/6 girls teams won their races, overall for small and 
large schools combined!   

 

 

 

 

 

As always we thank all parents who have helped with transport and supported during the whole season 
come wind, rain or shine and of course all the runners who have represented the school. 

 

 

‘On Thursday 28th February Great Leighs sent teams to a cross country relay event.  When we arrived we 
were standing in our pen when we saw a dark cloud, a few minutes later it began to pour like a bucket of 
water being chucked on your head, only 10 times worse.  Then the year  3/4 relays commenced  -  our girls 
team were very successful and won, the boys didn’t win but still did brilliantly. The rain then came down 
harder.  After a couple of minutes everyone was soaking wet.  Next the year 5/6 teams had their turn.  The 
first runner went over to the start line, which was me.  We all started and then I realized my number was 
hanging on by a corner.  I led the boys and girls.  Next I handed over to Alessia, she handed over to Lois D 
and she finally handed to Lily-Anne. We could see Emmie, a Baddow runner, getting closer but Lily-Anne 
brought us to the finish in first!  The boys were close behind, coming in 5th or 6th and then the girls B team 
came in.  Everyone was happy to go home and dry their kits.’  By: Bethan and Lois D 



 

Week 1 -  Don’t forget to order!  We are celebrating Pancake Day this Tuesday! 

SCHOOL DINNERS 

PARENTMAIL 

Keep an eye on announcements within your ParentMail app. 

There have been many improvements made recently, especially for Android users which include: 

 An ‘Unread’ section, where parents can find all new and unread items quickly and easily. 

 A new ‘Announcements’ feature to keep parents up to date with important ParentMail news. 

You may need to delete your current app and reinstall. 

Don’t forget to check for duplicate orders before you submit and pay.  If you have any 

queries, firstly check your payment history, then contact the office if you have any fur-

ther questions.  This is a reoccurring issue, especially for Friday orders. 



Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

This Week’s 

Awards 
Golden Award Reading Star Spelling 

Squirrels Dylan Isla Sophie 

Robins Oliver Ronnie Charlie 

Dove Ollie E Nieve Oliver K 

Rabbits Alfie Joe Jessica 

Butterfly Freddie Star Lillie 

Osprey Ellie  Lillie Callum 

Mole Lois D Karl Evie 

Owl Jacob Arabella Macy 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

 

The Attendance Cup 
goes to 

Robin Class 

97.3% attendance for 

last week. 

Well done to you all! 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2018/2019 

 

Monday 3rd June 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Child Health advice at your fingertips 

 
Parents and carers across mid Essex can now find NHS advice at their fingertips to help look after 

their children’s health. 

The free Mid Essex Child Health app is designed to help parents and carers of children aged from 

birth to 11 years recognise when their child is unwell; offering handy advice on some of the most 

common childhood illnesses and where to seek further treatment, including information signposting 

to the relevant local services. 

Conditions covered within the app include: 

 Coughs, colds and flu 

 Diarrhoea and vomiting 

 Chicken pox and measles 

 Earache and tonsillitis 

 Wheezing and breathing difficulties including bronchiolitis and asthma 

 Headlice, threadworms 

Bumps, bruises and accidents 
Information on mental health and wellbeing, healthy lifestyles and advice on some more serious 

conditions like meningitis and sepsis are also covered. There’s also a handy section on when you 

should keep your child home from school. 

The app is available for download on smartphones and tablets from the Google Play Store and the 
Apple app store by searching ‘Mid Essex Child Health’. 

For more information visit https://midessexccg.nhs.uk/livewell/startwell/childhood-illnesses.  

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.senseinteractive.midessexchildhealth&hl=en_GB
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mid-essex-child-health/id1447060404?mt=8
https://midessexccg.nhs.uk/livewell/startwell/childhood-illnesses

