
Dear Parents/Carers 

It was good to see so many parents at our parent/teacher consultation evenings this week. We hope 

you found the discussions with your child’s class teacher useful. Many apologies for the confusion re-

garding Mole Class parents’ evenings; these are now rescheduled for Tuesday 26th March and Wednes-

day 27th March at the times previously booked. Please contact the school office if you are unable to 

make the revised day. 

We wish you a very enjoyable half term break with your children! 

Music Assembly 

As part of our music assembly this week we were delighted to 

hear Lily-Anne and Mia S play their clarinet pieces – Ommpa-

pa and Allegro – ready for their Grade 2 clarinet exams. We 

are always keen to hear our musicians play and if there are 

any children who are learning outside school and who would 

like an audience in preparation for their exam, please let Miss 

Plumb know. 
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Issue: 21 15th February 2019 

Grow Learn Persevere Succeed 

admin@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk 

Important Information  

The school office is not staffed until 7.45am so, 

in the interest of their safety, please ensure chil-

dren are not dropped off before this time. 

FOGLS NEWS 

Mothers’ Day will soon be here!  We still have a number of the chil-
dren's shopping bags for sale which the children designed. These 

would make a fabulous gift for the ladies in your lives so do pop into 
the office if you would like to purchase one. 

Silver Smarties 

Hopefully your children have enjoyed eating their tube of Smarties! Now for 

the hard work in doing jobs for family and friends to collect 20 pence pieces to 

refill the tube! We are very grateful for any amount of 20ps – the tube does 

not need to be filled. Please return tubes by Friday 1st March so that the win-

ning class can be announced and the pizza prize enjoyed. Many thanks for your support 

in this fun fundraising event. 

SCHOOL CLUBS 

All school clubs resume as 

normal from Monday 25th 

February.   

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzk5CI1L3gAhXrzIUKHabmDGAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellowgolfclub.co.uk%2Fmothersdaymenu2017%2F&psig=AOvVaw2FDsXgF5STY1rQSpx06p-X&ust=1550317270247845


Spotting Spring Flowers 

In assembly on Monday we looked at our School Vision: Grow Learn, Persevere and Succeed and linked 

it to the Story of the Snowdrop which children had heard in an assembly the previous week. We looked 

at lots of different spring flowers including: snowdrops, daffodils, primroses, crocus, bluebells (English 

and Spanish) and tulips. Hopefully children might be able to spot these on walks during half term! 

Can you remember which is which? 

Squirrel Class Assembly 

Squirrel Class presented a delightful assembly for the school and for parents yesterday, telling us all about 

the learning they have been doing from their Fairy Tale topic. It was great to see happy, confident and inter-

ested children sharing their learning, which included the playing of G and D on the glockenspiels to ‘Twinkle, 

Twinkle, Little Star’. The children retold the story of Jack and the Beanstalk using percussion instruments, 

they gave instructions for making a gingerbread man, named some prepositions to describe where the gin-

gerbread man was hiding and told us how they measured Jack’s beanstalk. Well done Squirrel Class!   



Girls and Boys Home Football Matches 
 

‘On Friday 8th February, the Girls and Boys football teams played against 
Cathedral at home.  The Girls team players were Lily-Anne; Lois D; Scarlett; 
Evie C; Niamh; Mia N; Holly Mi; Izzy; Demi; Charlotte; Lois T and Alessia.  
The Boys team players were Oliver S; Stan; Patrick; Danny; Alex; Bailey; 
Charlie; Will and Alfie E.  The games were 
really good and both the Cathedral teams 
had such a great defence and offence.  The 
Great Leighs Girls won 4—0 and the Great 
Leighs Boys lost 3—1 with Patrick being our 

scorer.  Well done to both of our teams!’ By: Lily-Anne and Oliver S 
 
 
Well done to our teams and parents for braving the cold and wet Friday, we 
really do appreciate all the support. 

Benchball v Boreham 

‘On the 8th of February, Joseph, Paige, Millie, Tyler, 

Ruby, Bethan, Rufus, Charley and Mason all played a 

Benchball match in the hall.  Sadly, we lost against 

Boreham Primary 

but Great Leighs B 

got through to the final.  A team did not, sadly.  Both 

teams played really well and we celebrated with cookies 

made by our catering team.’  By: Millie 

Charity Update 

Thank you to our KS2 children for supporting ‘Save the 

Dolphin’ today  -  the girls raised just over £83.00!  

 

 



Y5 and Y6 Family Bench ball and Netball Competition 

Netball 

‘On the 12th February, there was a family netball tournament.  All of the families included: Ash, Hazel, Oak, 

Elm and Birch.  Each family played a few matches each and everyone played really well.  Hazel came 5th, 

Birch came 4th, Elm came 3rd, Oak came 2nd  and the winners were Ash with 8 points!  Well done to every-

one who participated in the competition.’  By: Lily-Anne and Mia N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benchball 

‘On the 12th of February there was a family Benchball match.  All of the families took part, Ash, Birch, Elm, 

Oak and Hazel.  Each family played 4 matches each.  In round one Ash were not playing, Birch got 3 points, 

Elm got 3 points, Hazel got 3 points and Oak got 0 points.  In round 2 Ash got 2 points, Elm got 3 points, Ha-

zel got 3 points and Oak got 3 points.  Birch didn’t play this round.  In 

round 3 Elm didn’t play, three teams got 0 points and Ash got 2 points.  

The games were very exciting.  The final results : 3rd Ash, Birch and 

Oak; 2nd Hazel and 1st place went to Elm with 12 points! Well done 

everyone.’  By Ava & Lois D 

 

Year 3 English 

‘In English we have been writing instruction texts. We 
wrote instructions how to make a chocolate bar that was 
our own design. When we are finished Willy Wonka's rep-
resentatives (Sam and Mel in the kitchen!) will judge the 
best one. Sam came in to check on how we are doing.  
When we have all finished we are going to make a recipe 
book for our parents to buy to raise money for food pur-
chases for the homeless people in London. The Gurdwara 
that we will be visiting does this and we will give them the 
money that we will raise.’ 

By: Kyle 



Dinosaur Fun 

‘On Wednesday we had a visitor come in called Mr. Abbott. He is very adventurous and does a lot of fun 
things with us. We acted as if we were expert paleontologists who had to help the last dinosaurs on earth. 
First, we got into groups and designed a paleontologist van with everything we might need to help rescue a 
lost dinosaur. The dinosaur was a Triceratops and had 2 babies. In our story the army wanted to kill them if 
they found them first. We had a debate about what to do with the dinosaurs. We had to think of reasons 
why we should keep the dinosaurs safe but also reasons why they might be a danger to us. I didn’t like this 
very much because I didn’t want the dinosaurs to be killed I wanted to make a dinosaur park for the tricera-
tops to live in. I thought that if we put them in a park it would help the country make money.  It was a very 
fun day.’  By: Joe  

  

E-Safety tip of the week 

Agree boundaries with your child so they 

know what they can and can’t do online. 

This may include times, and only playing 

games in communal areas at home. 



Forest School 

A huge thank you to all the parents and grandparents who have joined Rabbit class in the woods this 

half term.  We have had very cold days, very windy days, damp days and yesterday, a touch of spring.   

The children have been delightful – very independent, imaginative and observant.  Yesterday we found 

a spring flower and noticed some big newly excavated holes which show that the badgers have moved 

into the Forest School area! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After half term, it will be the turn of Robin class to go to the woods each Thursday afternoon.  Once 

again, can we please encourage parents and grandparents to come along to help out. 



 

Week 3 -  Don’t forget to order! 

SCHOOL DINNERS 

PARENTMAIL 

Keep an eye on announcements within your ParentMail app. 

There have been many improvements made recently, especially for Android users which include: 

 An ‘Unread’ section, where parents can find all new and unread items quickly and easily. 

 A new ‘Announcements’ feature to keep parents up to date with important ParentMail news. 

You may need to delete your current app and reinstall. 

Don’t forget to check for duplicate orders before you submit and pay.  If you have any 

queries, firstly check your payment history, then contact the office if you have any fur-

ther questions. 



Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

This Week’s 

Awards 
Golden Award Reading Star Spelling 

Squirrels Maya Emily Laiken 

Robins Isabelle S Albie Isla 

Dove Corey Ben Kai 

Rabbits Cara Tianna Daisy 

Butterfly Amelia Harry Sofia 

Osprey Kai Cameron Joseph 

Mole Selma Jimmy Niamh 

Owl Mia N Josie Mia S 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

 

The Attendance Cup 
goes to 

 Mole Class 

97.5% attendance for 

last week. 

Well done to you all! 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2018/2019 

 

Monday 3rd June 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expert Child Health advice at your fingertips 

 
Parents and carers across mid Essex can now find NHS advice at their fingertips to help look after 

their children’s health. 

The free Mid Essex Child Health app is designed to help parents and carers of children aged from 

birth to 11 years recognise when their child is unwell; offering handy advice on some of the most 

common childhood illnesses and where to seek further treatment, including information signposting 

to the relevant local services. 

Conditions covered within the app include: 

 Coughs, colds and flu 

 Diarrhoea and vomiting 

 Chicken pox and measles 

 Earache and tonsillitis 

 Wheezing and breathing difficulties including bronchiolitis and asthma 

 Headlice, threadworms 

Bumps, bruises and accidents 
Information on mental health and wellbeing, healthy lifestyles and advice on some more serious 

conditions like meningitis and sepsis are also covered. There’s also a handy section on when you 

should keep your child home from school. 

The app is available for download on smartphones and tablets from the Google Play Store and the 
Apple app store by searching ‘Mid Essex Child Health’. 

For more information visit https://midessexccg.nhs.uk/livewell/startwell/childhood-illnesses.  

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.senseinteractive.midessexchildhealth&hl=en_GB
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mid-essex-child-health/id1447060404?mt=8
https://midessexccg.nhs.uk/livewell/startwell/childhood-illnesses

