
Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope you had a good Easter break with your children. It has been busy and enjoyable first week back at school with Robin 

Class Lego morning, visits from an Egyptian to Osprey Class and a Roman to Butterfly Class! 

We are very grateful to Barry, Mr Simmonds, staff and all volunteers who, during the Easter break, completed the ground 

works for our sensory garden and installed the silver water feature which was funded by FOGLS Silver Smarties event. The 

children are already enjoying sitting on the grass and watching the water flow from the top of the stunning water feature. 

The next stage is to purchase a couple of outdoor musical instruments specifically for sensory areas, which Great and Little 

Leighs Education Trust and a couple of anonymous donations have funded. In addition, Mrs Dyke and Mrs Evans are draw-

ing together a list of plants for the area, which were suggested by Cameron and Olivia when we held the Sensory Garden 

Design Competition. We do have a ‘wish list’ for this area, should any parent, or groups of parents, wish to make a contribu-

tion to this sensory space for children. 
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Issue: 28 26th April 2019 

Grow Learn Persevere Succeed 

admin@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk 

MESSAGE FROM FOGLS 

Please remember to fill your BAGS2SCHOOL bags ready for collection at 9am Tuesday 
30th April.  All bags received help raise more needed funds for our school. 

Many thanks for your support  -  FOGLS Team 

LOST PROPERTY 

Any unclaimed/unnamed clothing in Lost Property will also be donated to BAGS2SCHOOL on 30th April 
2019. 

Reminders 

Please ensure that your child has a healthy, fruit-based snack Monday to Thursday.  We will be checking this next week! 

As we are a ‘No-nut School’ so please ensure that lunches and snacks are nut-free. We have a couple of children who are 

severely allergic to nuts which is why we have this policy. This includes using Nutella chocolate spread which contains 

nuts. 

Thank you for your support. 



SEND Information 

Families InFocus 

Registered Charity No: 1062311 - Limited Company No: 3287829 

Families in Focus is a leading independent parent led registered charity providing holistic support to families of chil-
dren with disabilities and special needs (aged 0 to 25) across Essex, who require advice, information and support, 
particularly at times of change, challenge and crisis. 

The service is accessible to all families from Essex whatever their background, as long as at least one child or young 
person in the family between the age of 0 to 25 has a disability or special need. 

They aim to give caring, practical and confidential support whilst empowering families, in a non–threatening way, to 
consider the choices available to them and make the best use of available services. 

The Spring 2019 e-bulletin contains the following information and can be found at www.familiesinfocusessex.org.uk 

What’s on - including advance notice of the Activity Club Summer Party 

New benefit rates, April 2019 

Spotlight on The Essex Family Forum – with a special introduction to our Family 
Champion Karen Holmes 

Supporting a good cause 

Families InFocus questionnaire/feedback 

An opportunity to be involved in the development of the new SEND 

Strategy for Essex (closing date 31st May)  The survey can be accessed via 

the link:  

https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/send-strategy 

 

 

SCHOOL CLUBS 

There are still spaces available for the following KS2 Clubs:- 

Wednesday  -  Cricket 

Thursday  -  Cookery 

 

If not sold out before,  these will be available to purchase until 10am Monday 29th April. 

http://www.familiesinfocusessex.org.uk
https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/send-strategy-and-innovation/send-public-engagement/consultation/intro/


Robin Class LEGO/Castle workshop  

‘Mark explained how to build a secure tower. We built 
towers using grey LEGO blocks. After that we designed 
our own battlements and Mark came round to check if it 
was safe. After we were given some paper to draw our 
tower. Next some of us tried on some metal helmets. Lat-
er Mark showed us how to get into a castle.’ 

By Alice.  

 

 

 



Osprey Class Egyptian Day 

On Wednesday this week Osprey class travelled back in time to experience what life was really like in An-
cient Egypt. They came into school looking a lot like real Ancient Egyptians and by the end of the day they 

knew all about how they used to live their lives. The children found out all about pharaohs and the im-
portant role they played in Egyptian life, they investigated ancient measuring tools and used them to meas-

ure objects around school, they played some ancient board games and even took part in some team 
hunting! By far the most exciting part of the day though, was when the children played the roles of real life 

Ancient Egyptians. Cameron was very pleased to be appointed the pharaoh, until he realised he was going to 
die an untimely death and be  mummified for ages to come! It was an excellent day and the children all 

learnt a huge amount about Ancient Egypt that will inform their learning for the rest of the term. Look out 
for more Egyptian related reports in the weeks to come!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Butterfly Class Roman Day 

‘I was fascinated to see everybody's outfits on the day! 
My favourite one was Charlie’s. First we made a fence 
using the technique of weaving using twigs. We put 
them altogether to make a fence for the pigs. We 
looked at a giant timeline and learnt about the Roman 
empire on a map. It was one of the biggest empires in 
the world. My favourite activity was making the arch. 
There are three different types of pieces a base stone, 
working stones and a key stone to hold it all in place. It 
was a great day.’  By: Edward  



 

 

  

  

Year 2 Science 

 

This week Dove and Rabbit classes planted broad and runner beans.  We are seeing what conditions beans 
like best.  Some have soil, one is in a pot with rocks instead of soil.  Some have lots of water others 
none.  One is in the fridge and one in Mr Granger’s dark cupboard.  We will let you know how they get on. 

Fastest Speed Years 2 and 3  Most Coins earned Years 2 and 3 

    
 

   

 Zachary 3.49   Chloe K 76399  

 Charlotte 3.69   Kai M 56024  

 Edward 3.90   James D 43007  

        

Most Coins earned Years 2 and 3 Most Coins earned Years 4, 5 and 6 

    
 

   

 Chloe K 76399   Bethan D 535463  

 Kai M 56024   Ben W 244190  

 James D 43007   Mia S 93248  

E-Safety tip of the week 

Don’t ban your child from a game if something happens,  

they will probably play it behind your back if you do! 



 

NEW SUMMER MENU!!  WEEK 2 

SCHOOL DINNERS 

Don’t forget to check for duplicate orders before you submit and pay.  If you have any 

queries, firstly check your payment history, then contact the office if you have any fur-

ther questions.  This is a recurring issue, especially for Friday orders. 

REMINDER 

We are a nut free school  -  this includes snack 

items as well as packed lunch items. 

Thank you for your support 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia3LT1i5bhAhUnxYUKHQgMBtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.co.uk%2FLocationPhotoDirectLink-g181734-d7112736-i227745786-Cupcake_Junkie_Cafe-Whitby_O


MARVEL LUNCH THURSDAY 16TH MAY  

We’ll be having a fantastic Marvel themed lunch on Thursday 16th May.  To win a prize we’d like anyone 

who orders a lunch to ‘Vote for your favourite Superhero’.  We want to know the Superhero name and why 

they are your favourite!  Thank you for your support.  The Kitchen Team 

Dancing Pupils 

Brogan contacted us to express how proud 

she was of some of our pupils who took 

part in the Blain Merrison Dance Competi-

tion during the Easter holidays.  

They came first and received a great trophy.  

 Well done girls! 

 



Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup 
goes to 

 Squirrel Class with 

98% attendance for 

the last week of term 

Well done to you all! 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2018/2019 

Monday 3rd June 2019 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2019/2020 

Tuesday 3rd Sept 2019 

Wednesday 4th Sept 2019 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Friday 14th February 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 

Our website is regularly updated with local events and information for parents.  This can 

be found on the newsletter page. 



Please give any stamps collected to your class school council 

representative. 

Many thanks 


