
Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome back to Autumn Term 2019! I hope you have had a good summer and enjoyed spending time 
with your children, family and friends. Your children have settled well into their new classes and rou-
tines. 

The children have really enjoyed using the new instruments in the Sensory Garden at break and lunch 
time and the new tables provided by FOGLS for lunch. Here are some pictures from lunch times… 
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Issue: 01 6th September 2019 

Grow Learn Persevere Succeed 

admin@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk 

Parent Class Meetings 

We look forward to seeing parents/carers next week at our Class Meetings (held in your child’s class-
room), where key class and school information will be shared with parents, including information 

about the residential visits for Years 5 and 6 and SATs (Standard Assessment Tests) for Years 2 and 6. 
Entry to classes will be through the class door the children use each morning. The meetings should 

last approximately 20 – 30 minutes and unfortunately we are unable to provide child care.  

Tuesday 10th September 

5.30pm: Squirrel Class and Robin Class 

6.15pm: Rabbit Class and Bumblebee Class 

Wednesday 11th September 

5.30pm: Butterfly Class and Osprey Class 

6.15pm: Mole Class and Owl Class 

Book Fair 

We will be holding our annual book fair week beginning Monday 16th September. 
You should have received information regarding this via ParentMail and a leaflet 
your child would have brought home. 



There are a couple of key changes this term: 

 

Achievement Assembly  

Achievement Assembly will continue to take place on Friday mornings approximately 8.50 – 9.20am and all 
parents are invited to this celebration assembly. We would ask that children sharing out of school achieve-
ments have a certificate, badge or trophy to show the rest of the school. In-school achievements for each 

class are changing slightly this year and will be as follows: a Reading Award (enthusiasm for reading or pro-
gress in reading), a Maths Award (effort in maths or excellence in maths) and a School Value Award (a child 
showing one of our school values of Respect, Friendship, Positivity, Courage or Excellence). Parents of chil-

dren who are receiving these awards will be sent a text the day before the assembly in case parents are able 
to be present at the assembly. In order to ensure effective safeguarding procedures and school security, the 
KS2 gate leading parents to the school hall, will be open as on all other days from 8.35am and from this term 

will be closed at 8.45am on Friday mornings. This is to ensure that children are kept safe inside the school 
grounds and visitors to the school follow our visitor procedure, entering the premises via the school office. 

The gates will be re-opened at the end of Achievement Assembly for a short period of time to allow parents 
to exit the grounds. Many thanks for your support in this change of procedure. 

 

Attendance 

Following an update of our Attendance Policy and County expectations regarding attendance, I wanted to 
inform you of a number of key changes: 

 

1. Regular Attendance is defined as attending school every day that it is open for teaching, unless an ab-
sence has been authorised (please see Attendance Policy on the school website). 

2. A standard letter regarding absence which is causing concern will be sent to parents to ensure that 
parents are aware of the amount of time their child has missed from school. it is recognised that 
some children are absent due to ill health which is unavoidable, however parents still need to be 
made aware of the effects this may have had on overall attendance. 

3. Great Leighs Primary School Attendance Policy gives information regarding application for exceptional 
circumstances, which now needs to be made by the parents with whom the child resides.  

4. Parents whose request for exceptional circumstances leave is not approved may receive a Penalty No-
tice from the Local Authority. This would be sent to each parent and consist of a fine of £60 for each 
child to be paid within 21 days. The fine may be increased to £120 if not paid within the time scale. 

5. Where the school has sufficient reason to believe a child has been taken on holiday without a leave of 
absence form completion, a Penalty Notice may still be issued following a County model letter, sent 
to both parents from the school. 

6. Children will be marked as ‘Late’ if they arrive after registration, which closes at 8.50am. Children who 
arrived after 9.20 will be marked as having an unauthorised absence for the morning session, unless 
there have been exceptional circumstances. Parents of children who are late for more than 10 ses-
sions each half term will receive a letter regarding this issue. 

It is well known that punctual, daily attendance is in the very best interests of your child socially, emotionally 
and academically and I am appreciative of the support you give your child and the school in promoting regu-

lar attendance. 



FOGLS NEWS 

Over the summer we’ve had some new dining tables delivered for the children to have a fun lunch time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have already seen this 

in community news  -  our first 

event of the year  -  we hope 

you can join us. 



SCHOOL DINNERS 

WEEK 2  - Don’t forget to order! - Children without a dinner order or 

packed lunch will be given a filled wrap 

Don’t forget to check for duplicate orders before you submit and checkout.  If you have 

any queries, firstly check your payment history, then contact the office if you have any 

further questions.  This is a recurring issue, especially for Friday orders. 

Take time to discuss the dinner menu with your children and ensure 

they are aware of what you are ordering for them.   
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Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2019/2020 

Tuesday 3rd Sept 2019 

Wednesday 4th Sept 2019 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Friday 14th February 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 

Our website is regularly updated with local events and information for parents.  This can be found on 

the newsletter page. 

E-Safety tip  

Please refer to the Digital Parenting 

guide sent home during the summer 

term for tips on how to keep your 

children safe 

online.  

Information for Parents from County 

Child Exploitation – events for parents 

. 

Following the successful previous sessions for parents, the 
Essex Safeguarding Children Board in partnership with The 
Children’s Society and Barnardo’s are delivering the follow-

ing events for parents and carers to learn more about:  crimi-
nal and sexual exploitation; children that go missing, gangs 

and youth violence, trafficking, and online sexual abuse.  

14
th

 September, Colchester Townhouse 

7
th

 November, Clacton-on-Sea Princes Theatre 

These full day events will be an opportunity for parents/
carers and the wider community to speak to a range of pro-

fessionals and to interact with a selection of stalls advertising 
organisations that provide support to parents and car-

ers.  There will also be a number of brief time-tabled talks 
throughout the day which can be booked in advance (people 
are able to just attend on the day, subject to seat availabil-

ity).   Talks will include subjects on: the online world; groom-
ing and what to look out for; gangs awareness; and a case 

study from Essex Police.   

Information on the day and access to the booking system for 
attending specific talks is available on:  www.escb.co.uk/

exploitation  

http://www.escb.co.uk/exploitation
http://www.escb.co.uk/exploitation

