
Dear Parents/Carers 

This week was the Annual General Meeting for the Friends of Great Leighs School, commonly known as 

FOGLS. It was good to welcome three new members this year, as well as to thank members who are 

stepping down after considerable service to the committee. FOGLS undertakes a huge task in providing 

fundraising opportunities for children and parents and helps bring our school and village community 

together. Last financial year FOGLS fundraising (including matched funding), resulted in a gross income 

of £16,143.35, an amazing amount of money. FOGLS currently supports 10% towards all trips and visits, 

(reducing the costing to parents), funds the autumn and summer productions for children (last year 

Aladdin and A Little Princess), contributes towards the spring term Shakespeare week, contributes up 

to £500 towards the cost of Year 3 swimming, supports the maintenance of external play apparatus 

and the provision of playtime apparatus, and, in addition, last year purchased new stacking chairs for 

the school hall and new lunch time tables for children. With ever decreasing funding in school budgets 

over recent years, financial support from FOGLS has enabled the curriculum to be enriched and without 

this support, some activities would need to be withdrawn. FOGLS are very good at making events look 

easy to put together! Much time and energies are needed behind the scene to make the events so suc-

cessful, so any further support for this merry band would be really appreciated. On behalf of the school 

I would like to express our thanks to Sam Topham who has been on the committee for 13 years and as 

chair for the last 7. Sam’s determination to do the very best for the children at Great Leighs and her 

motivation behind the FOGLS team has been amazing. My thanks too to all parents currently on the 

team who have been so active before, during and after events, 

without this support events would not be able to go ahead. We 

wish Sarah Hitchin and Kay Barker all good wishes as they take 

over leading the committee and are grateful to all parent sup-

port for FOGLS events. Anyone who could be part of the FOGLS 

team should contact Sarah, Kay, any member of FOGLS, or 

come along to the next FOGLS meeting on Thursday 3rd October 

at 7.00pm held in the staff room (entry by the KS2 playground 

gates). 
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Reminder: School photographs will be taken place on Monday 23rd September. Parents 

who would like toddler photographs taken with their school sibling should go to the hall 

at 8.35am.  

Bouncy Castle Event  

We look forward to seeing children and parents at the Bouncy castle event 3.15 – 5.15 

today on the school field! Thank you to our FOGLS team for organising this fun event.  

Bike to School Week  

Next week Monday 23rd September – Friday 27th September is Bike or Scoot to school 

week. Class teachers will be keeping a track of children who manage to complete this task 

and children will receive a certificate in assembly the week after Harvest Festival.  



 

Book Fair 

Thank you to children and parents for supporting our book fair this week, it was so good 
to see children selecting a variety of books to read and getting stuck in to the stories.   We 
have raised just over £300 from this event! 

Thank You Parents! 

Thank you to parents for parking safely away from the zig-zag lines outside 

the school, resulting in a safer journey to school for our children.  

School Clubs 

Thank you to everyone that have signed up for clubs.  We hope your children have enjoyed their first ses-

sions.  Clubs are now closed for this term however Mr Finch still has spaces for early morning football for 

Yr. 2/3 on Wednesdays.   

Peer Mentors 

Well done to our year 6 children who completed their Peer Mentor training 

and received certificates in assembly this morning. 

Hot Chocolate Friday – 20th September 

Today the following children enjoyed ‘Hot Chocolate Friday’ with Mrs Waters and Mr Garlick. The children 
have been selected for their exemplary behaviours in class and around the school. 

Owl Class Patrick 

Mole Freya 

Osprey Chloe 

Butterfly James 

Bumblebee Ruby R 

Rabbit Tom M 

Robin Maya 



Harvest Assembly Friday 27th September 

  

 

 

Braintree Foodbank Visit 

The Pupil Councillors from Year 5 and 6 visited the Braintree Food Bank warehouse today.  They were a 
credit to the school, they listened carefully and asked them thoughtful questions.  Next week they will be 
putting a together a presentation for the Harvest Assembly.   We hope to see you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

The foodbank did mention that packets of dried potatoes and Bags for Life would be particularly wel-
come.  Of course any donations are gratefully received, if you could bring these to class or the office it 
would be much appreciated.  Thank you for your support.  

Following our Harvest Festival FOGLS will be holding our annual MacMillan 

Coffee Morning in the school hall to raise funds for this charity. Cake dona-

tions for this event will be very gratefully received and can be handed into the 

school office. Cakes which can be stored outside a fridge can come in on Thurs-

day 26th September, any which need refrigeration, please bring in on Friday 



RE  -  Year 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘In RE,  Year 5 did some acting to a story called ‘Siddhartha Gautama’s journey to enlightenment’ aka Bud-

dha, and we all had different parts.  We had 7 scenes, so were in 7 groups.  The first scene was about his par-

ents being so strict and saying he had to stay around riches and not leave their castle.  The second scene was 

where he saw a holy person, a sick person, and old person and a dead person.  The next scenes were where 

he did some yoga and saw lots of yoga teachers.  Scene 6 was where he meditated under a tree.  In the final 

scene he reached enlightenment and then taught the rest of the world how to.’    By Aimee & Lillie 

 



Stone Age Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘On Tuesday we had a fun and crazy day at our Stone Age workshop. When we got to school we noticed a 
statue of a man at the front of our classroom. He was one of the earliest humans and wasn’t wearing clothes. 
We learnt that he had no clothes on because he was from Africa and it was hot enough that they didn’t need 

clothes! They also hadn’t been invented yet.  

 

Some of us got to try on some Stone Age clothes. The clothes were made out of animal skin. The clothes 
were cosy and furry but the smell was rotten and unusual. 

 

We looked at a map of the world and located different countries. We found England, Asia, Australia and of 
course Africa. We looked at where people in the Stone Age travelled to across the years.  

After that, we also looked at a time line, it was incredibly long. It showed lots of important parts of history 
such as the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age, Romans, Great Fire of London all the way to the present 

day.  

Next, we did some weaving. We used sticks and thin slices of wood to weave in and out. We did it again and 
again and again until we had made part of a fence.  

 

We built a den out of sticks and animal fur. We made a triangular based pyramid with the sticks and then put 
the animal fur over the top. The Stone Age man tied the top of the den together with string but in the Stone 

Age they would have used animal skin.  

 

We also learnt how to get the seeds out of a piece of wheat. You had to put it in a ball and roll it until the 
seeds fell out. Then you had to blow away any extra pieces of wheat and keep the seeds safe. It was really, 

really fun.  

 

We also looked at Artefacts, made stone circles and took part in a quiz. In the afternoon we learnt how they 
would have transported heavy rocks and what life was like in a Skara Brae home. ‘ 

 

By Tilly and Henry 



Stone Age Workshop 



 

 

 

Times Tables Rock Stars is back!! Don’t forget to log in and see if you can make next week’s leader board!! 

Stonehenge Homework  -  Year 3 

Year 3 have created Stonehenge in a variety of ways. They were all fantastic to see and very impressive. We 
even had cake! 

 

Fastest Speed Yr. 2/3 Fastest Speed Yr. 4/5/6 Overall Points 

1st – James  – 3.73 1st – Bethan – 1.12 1st – Bethan - 71667 

2nd – Cara – 4.69 2nd – Karl – 1.60 2nd – Corey - 9667 

3rd – Kai – 4.96 3rd – Lois D – 1.61 3rd – Karl - 6699 



Kitchen News 

We look forward to the children joining us for our Census Day Lunch on Thursday 3rd October.   

We've come up with some delicious Disney treats that we're sure the children are going to 
love. 

The Catering Team  



SCHOOL DINNERS 

WEEK 1  - Don’t forget to order! - Children without a dinner order or 

packed lunch will be given a filled wrap 

Don’t forget to check for duplicate orders before you submit and checkout.  If you have 

any queries, firstly check your payment history, then contact the office if you have any 

further questions.  This is a recurring issue, especially for Friday orders. 

Take time to discuss the dinner menu with your children and ensure 
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Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup goes 
to 

Squirrel  

and Bumblebee Classes 

100% attendance for 

 last week . 

Well done to you all! 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 2019/2020 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Friday 14th February 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 

Our website is regularly updated with local events and information for parents.  This can be found on 

the newsletter page. 

This Week’s 

Awards 
Values Award 

Maths 

Award 

Reading 

Award 
Squirrels - - - 

Robins Alanis Isla Aidan A 

Rabbits Ronnie Isabelle S Alfie 

Bumblebee Lily W Henry Charlie 

Butterfly James Albert Cara 

Osprey Eva Harry Kyle 

Mole Luke Elliott Joseph 

Owl Lois  T Patrick Selma 

E-Safety tip from the Digital 

Leaders 

Always have a strong and safe pass-

word for your accounts.  

For example, ‘Sh3ff!31d’ or ‘$cR@88l3’.  

Replacing letters with numbers and 

symbols can make your password even 

stronger.  

 


