
Dear Parents/Carers 

Parent Governor 

Being a governor at Great Leighs is a very rewarding role; nominations for our parent 

governor vacancy need to be in school by midday on Monday 21st October. Thank you. 

FOGLS Movie Nights 

Many thanks to all children who came to our first ‘Movie Nights’ on Monday and Tues-

day this week and to FOGLS for providing a fun filled fundraising event! Children en-

joyed bringing in their cushions and the popcorn was a great success. It is estimated 

that these two evenings have raised around £700.00.  Fantastic! Thank you. 

Breadth of Curriculum 

I have had an excellent week covering many classes so that staff can discuss tar-

gets with children in preparation for our consultation evenings next week. It has 

highlighted to me the excellent breadth of curriculum staff deliver – from under-

standing how Christianity came to England in a Year 4 history lesson, looking at 

famous people through history and considering what each child would like to be 

remembered for, teaching the skills needed for playing basketball, giving clear guidance on how to un-

dertake a watercolour cave painting, teaching how to recognise notes on the stave in music, under-

standing how different rhythms are written, learning to play the recorder and, for our Foundation Stage 

children, how to play a musical instrument in time along with singing a familiar nursery rhyme. It has 

also been super to see how well the children respond to the focus and depth of questions asked and 

their enthusiasm for learning. 

New School Value 

Following staff discussions, we have decided to add ‘Resilience’ to our School Values, which now total 

six: 

Positivity, Respect, Friendship, Courage, Excellence and Resilience.  
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Issue: 07 18th October 2019 

Grow Learn Persevere Succeed 

admin@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk 

Parent/Teacher Consultation Evenings 

I look forward to seeing parents and children at our consultation evenings next Tuesday and Thurs-

day. Please enter the school hall via KS1 playground and the Link Corridor. Many thanks. 

Staff Training Day 

Just a reminder that the school is closed next Friday, 25th October for a staff training day. 



Hot Chocolate Friday – 18th October 

Enjoyed this week by Ava, Emi, Millie H, Alanis, Tyler, Joseph and 

Charlotte for their exemplary behaviours in class and around the 

school.  Well done to you all. 

Teddy ‘Lympics 

Well done to all children who took part in the Teddy ‘Lympics 

(Mia; Oliver B; Ronan; Bailey; Maya; Ellena; Honey and Myron) 

on Tuesday and to Lois and Bethan for helping out at this great 

sporting event. There were many schools taking part and our 

children did incredibly well and finished in second place. Well 

done team! A big thank you to all parents for transporting the children and to Mrs Vale for coordinating the 

children. 

Here are some quotes from the children: 

‘We had to do lots of running.’ Myron 

‘The best thing was that we came second!’ Honey 

‘I enjoyed throwing the balls.’ Ronan  

‘I enjoyed jumping.’ Ollie 

‘I enjoyed getting the teddies and putting them on the spot.’ Mia 

‘I enjoyed throwing the ball backward and forwards.’ Maya 

‘The best bit was jumping side to side.’ Ellena  

‘I enjoyed all of it,’ Bailey  

On Tuesday 15 October 2019 year one and Bethan and Lois (sports ambassadors) went to the Teddy 

Olympics. They did many activities and it was very fun and exciting. Some of the activities were skipper 

where they have to do as many skips as they can with a hula-hoop for 20 seconds. Another one was 

thrower were they had to throw a ball as far as they could.  They also did runner where they were timed 

to see how quick they could run up and down four times. The next thing they did was bouncer were they 

had to speed bouncing for 20 seconds (which is just jumping over foam stand). Another one was thrower 

were they had to throw the right color beanbag into the same color section. Stepper was after that and 

they were timed to see how fast they could go up and down up and down whilst stepping through the 

different sections. The final activity was balancer were they had try to balance for 15 seconds on both 

feet. After they had done each activity, they got to add a new thing to their teddy’s face like a sticker or a 

stamp or maybe a pipe cleaner. 

At the end all, the scores were taken in and Great Leighs came second! By Lois D and Bethan 



Robotics Workshops 

This week the school enjoyed robotic workshops! 

Create eyes on the Rocky Codey. 

Programme to speak. 

Programme to move forward but stop if it senses 

an obstacle. 

Programme to use a repeat loop – move, stop at 

an obstacle, move backwards, turn and repeat. 



KITCHEN NEWS 

 

We love that the children enjoy the 
food that we serve them.   

Following many requests from the chil-
dren please find our popular flapjack 
recipe!   

Perhaps you could get the children to 
have a go making this during half term! 

 

From the Catering Team 

Year 3 Stone Age Art  

‘Last week, my class had a lovely treat with Mrs Waters. We did art, we were painting stone age drawings 
that they would have painted in caves. First we looked at the different colorings of the cave. We practised on 
paper first and then this week we painted them on stones.  

The stones were very chalky so our hands were covered in white powder but I liked the feeling of it. My stone 
was perfect for my painting as it was long and thin. I painted a wolf.’  

By: Amber  



Cluster Enrichment Days 

Great Leighs Activity Day 

‘Today we made animations on the iPads.  We also had to pass a hula hoop around the 

group without letting go of hands.  It was fun and amazing day.’  By: A’mae 

 

Little Waltham Activity Day 

‘On Tuesday 15th October 19 Lois T and Charley went for an enrichment day at Little Wal-

tham.  Firstly we went to the waiting room for the rest of the school and then went to a 

classroom.  We went to some groups of 4 and made a marshmallow tower.  Lois T’s group 

did the biggest marshmallow tower out of all the groups.  Charley met a new friend called Sienna and Lois 

T knew her already from football.  It was break time and then it was back to class and we made a video 

about nursery rhymes.  It was fun.  We had a lovely lunch and got to play outside.’   By Lois T & Charley 

Newlands Spring Maths Day 

‘On Tuesday I went to an enrichment day at a different school called Newland Spring. Erin 
(my friend) was chosen too. I did some very hard maths and learnt new things which was 
fun. I met someone new that was from Newland Spring and I was her partner for the day. 
We did a competition against other teams and we won! We both got a certificate. We tried our best to 
win and we did!’  By Nieve 

Ford End Active Play Leaders Day 

‘On Tuesday 15th October Patrick and Scarlett went on an enrichment day at Ford End 

Primary to learn the ideas for playtimes at break and lunch.  First, we learnt about differ-

ent parachute games such as a game called cat and mouse.  One person goes under the 

parachute to become the mouse, and then you select a person to go on top of the parachute to become 

the cat.  When you have selected the cat, the people have to flap the parachute so the cat cannot see the 

mouse under the parachute that was one of many games to do with parachute.  This was one of many 

games that we played on the parachute.  Next we learnt about some skipping songs, such as teddy bear, I 

like coffee I like tea and I had a little sports car.  After that, we learnt some games that we could o on the 

track like sprinting around the track and bouncing a basketball round it.  Next, we played some play-

ground games such as what time is it Mr Wolf., Sticky Toffee, Pac-man and cat and mouse.  At the end of 

the day, we got some ideas for competitions we could have in school most likely during assembly so no-

body would miss any lesson time.  These ideas were to have a basketball competition.  A skipping compe-

tition to see how long everyone can skip for, having a football competition.  We could possibly do these at 

break or lunch but would have to start after the daily mile is held.  All these ideas were to keep children 

healthy because they can live longer this way.’   By Patrick and Scarlett 



 

 

Fastest Speed Yr. 
2/3 

Fastest Speed Yr. 
4/5/6 

Overall Points 

1st – James  – 3.75 1st – Bethan – 1.04 1st – Bethan - 140129 

2nd – Cara – 4.69 2nd – Karl 1.27 2nd – Corey - 25003 

3rd – Kai – 4.96 3rd – Lois -  1.38 3rd – Karl - 16888 

Daily Mile  

Well done to all the children who have 
managed to take part in the Daily Mile 
this week.  A particular well done to 
children in years 3 and 6 who have 
been out everyday . 

Year 6 

Year 6 have been learning about how Microbes can be useful. They carried out Yeast races looking at the 
process of fermentation. 

Year 3  

Year 3 have been learning about which soil was the most permeable.  Permeable means that the soil lets the water 
pass through it.  Clay soil was semipermeable because the water sat on top of the soil for a very long time but eventu-
ally passed through. The soils absorbed some of the water and some of it passed through. The soils we tested were 
permeable or semipermeable. The equipment we used were: funnels, filter paper, measuring cylinder, beakers, and 
syringes.  

Gardening Club 

Now that the main growing season is over, we are starting to do some 

autumn clearance jobs at Gardening club.  This week we started to tidy 

up the area around the pond, which is really overgrown again.  It was so 

exciting to see 2 frogs hopping around!  A big one hopped back into the 

pond and a little one was hopping around under the weeds. 

We are very grateful to Mrs Price who comes back to Great Leighs each 

Wednesday afternoon, from her new school, to help us. 



Mole Class 

Mole class have been training to become Space Cadets with Miss Georgie Hutchins. They’ve had 4 sessions 
now and have learnt lots about the planets in our solar system (both main and dwarf), the rockets astro-
nauts go into space in, the capsules they return in and the ISS and how far away it is.  

 

Well this week, they used their model capsules they designed and built for NASA and put them to the test to 
protect the eggstronauts! Here’s how it went.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Yesterday, Mole class tested their NASA space capsules with real eggs inside to 
see if it would survive!  We first started by filling out a sheet about our capsules like—What do you think will 
happen? - and other stuff like that.  We then put an egg in our capsules and dropped them from the height of 
a chair and some survived but some didn’t!  Ruby’s group survived first round but then cracked the second 
time.  Amy’s group however survived 5 times and never cracked at all!  We then wrote down the results and 
recorded them on our sheets of paper.  My favourite bit about it was launching the capsules! (Ruby) My fa-
vourite bit was when Poppy’s egg splatted and all the yoke came out! (Amy)  We love our space cadet train-
ing classes with Miss Hutchins. ’ By Ruby and Amy S 



 

Date for your diary! 

FOGLS CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

SATURDAY 30TH NOVEMBER 2019 

4PM  -  6PM 

We would be grateful for any help at the event, setting up and 

taking down, running stalls!  A list will go up soon for stalls we 

need help on. 

If you would like to have your own stall at our event get in touch! 

ptagreatleighs@gmail.com 

MESSAGE FROM FOGLS 

A huge thank you to all parents/carers for supporting another first for FOGLS, our Popcorn and Cushion 

Movie Night. We are delighted to announce that over the two evenings we raised in excess of £450 and 

with thanks to the kindness of Santander and their match fund scheme of up to £250 this brings our total to 

a jaw dropping £700!  We hope the children enjoyed themselves; we have received great feedback so far.  

What this space for further events. 

With all of our events, such as the upcoming Christmas Bazaar; summer fayre, movie nights, school discos, 

we really are incredibly grateful for all your support. Whether that is by putting your hand in your pocket or 

giving up your time to help, we really are very grateful. By supporting these amazing events, you help to 

raise important funds for the school. We hope to be able to continue to support school trips, theatre pro-

ductions, workshops and many other projects that will benefit all your children.  

FOGLS is always looking for new recruits. We would like to have a bank of helpers that we can rely on for 

our events because, without parent helpers, many of our events cannot take place. So if you would like to 

join us or would like to be a named helper please contact Sarah and Kay by email:  

ptagreatleighs@gmail.com.   

Our next meeting is Wednesday 06 November at 7pm, we would welcome any new members. 

mailto:ptagreatleighs@gmail.com


SCHOOL DINNERS 

WEEK 2  - Don’t forget to order! - Children without a dinner order or 

packed lunch will be given a filled wrap 

Take time to discuss the dinner menu with your children and ensure 

they are aware of what you are ordering for them.   

Health and Safety Advice 

Parents of our youngest children need to be aware that grapes, cherry tomatoes, olives and 

silver skin onions can cause choking in young children due to their size and shape. Although 

the risk of choking is low, parents of young children are advised to halve grapes, cherry tomatoes, olives 

and silver skin onions if part of a child’s snack or packed lunch. Thank you. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia3LT1i5bhAhUnxYUKHQgMBtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.co.uk%2FLocationPhotoDirectLink-g181734-d7112736-i227745786-Cupcake_Junkie_Cafe-Whitby_O
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia3LT1i5bhAhUnxYUKHQgMBtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.co.uk%2FLocationPhotoDirectLink-g181734-d7112736-i227745786-Cupcake_Junkie_Cafe-Whitby_O


Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup goes 
to 

Squirrel Class 

98.7% attendance for 

 last week . 

Well done to you all! 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2019/2020 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Friday 14th February 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 

Our website is regularly updated with local 

events and information for parents.  This can be 

found on the newsletter page. 

This Week’s 

Awards 
Values Award 

Maths 

Award 

Reading 

Award 
Squirrels    

Robins Maya Dylan Ollie B 

Rabbits Teddy Leo Izabelle T 

Bumblebee Kai Mc Oliver K Harry 

Butterfly A’mae Tianna Daisy 

Osprey Poppy Sm Freddie Jaiden 

Mole Ellie Callum Emily 

Owl Rufus Scarlett Millie 

E-Safety tip from the 

Digital Leaders 

Only make friends with people 
you know.  Don’t add strangers.  
Also, make sure your friend you 
are adding is actually them (it 

could be someone pretending to 
be them) 

http://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/news-events/weekly-newsletters/local-events/

