
Dear Parents/Carers 

Christingle 

Many of our children thoroughly enjoyed the Christingle service 

held last Sunday at Little Leighs church. The hand chimes were 

played beautifully, the singing was terrific, and the readers spoke 

with clarity. Many thanks to all children who came along, made their 

Christingle and gazed in wonder when the lights were dimmed, and the 

candles lit – a really magical moment. Well done to Joe who starred as 

the human Christingle and to all the children for decorating the Christmas 

tree.  

A Miracle in Town 

How amazing were our Foundation Stage children in their performances this week! The children sang their 

hearts out and performed many actions to their songs beautifully retelling the Christ-

mas story. Well done Squirrel class! 

The Inn-Spectors 

What a wonderful retelling of the Christmas story! The ‘inn-spectors’ were checking 

the standards of all the hotels in Bethlehem and were rather shocked that a baby had been born in a stable – 

many health and safety issues there! Well done to all the children in Rabbit and Robin classes for amazing sing-

ing, dancing, entertainment and again for learning so many lines to retell the story.  

Christmas Collection  

A big thank you to parents, grandparents and friends for the donations given at the end of the Christmas perfor-

mances, an amazing £190.98 was collected and will be split between Farleigh Hospice, Braintree Food Bank and 

Save the Children – all chosen by the School Learning Council.  
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Issue: 14 13th December  2019 

Grow Learn Persevere Succeed 

admin@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk 

SCHOOL EARLY FINISH   

A reminder that school finishes 

at 2pm on the last day of term, 

Thursday 19th December.  There 

will be no Stay n Play 

available on this day. 

Carol Assembly 

Parents/Carers are invited 

to our Carol Assembly 

8.50am Thursday 19th   

December 

 

Staff News 

At the end of this term we will be saying ‘farewell’ to Vicki Housden, who is 

leaving us to spend more time with her family and to enable her to take holi-

days during term time.  Vicki has been a great asset to our school, both in her 

role as Midday Supervisor and as part of our Office Administration team. Vicki 

started with us at a time of change and enthusiastically undertook many new 

initiatives to improve office efficiency and communication with parents. She 

transformed the role of midday supervisor, building up her team and improv-

ing the lunchtime experience for the children. We send our thanks and very 

best wishes to Vicki and her family.  

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Tracey Precious-Yates as the third member 

of our office team. Tracey is very familiar with school office administration 

and we look forward to working with her in the New Year. We are also de-

lighted that Mrs Dawn Stevens will be taking over as our Midday Supervisor 

providing great continuity for the children and midday team. 



Christmas Dinner 

What a tasty Christmas dinner we had today! A huge ‘thank 

you!’ to Sam, Mel, Faye and Sue for all their hard work and 

skill in preparing Christmas lunch for us all, it was absolutely 

delicious – as you can see from the photos below! Thank you 

too to all staff for serving the children and making it a very 

special occasion.  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Christmas Hats 

Many children (and possibly parents) have had much creative fun making a Christmas hat for today’s compe-

tition. It was very difficult for each class to decide the winners… here they are: 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a very special visitor…….. ….and Selma won the kitchen Christmas treat! 

EYFS  -  JJ 

Yr. 1  -  Pippa 

Yr. 2  -  Charlie 

Yr. 3 Daisy B 

Yr. 3 Kai Mc 

Yr. 4 Kyle 

Yr. 5 Freya 

Yr. 6 Lois T 



EYFS ‘ A Miracle in Town’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A massive well done to Squirrel class for your first Christmas production. You all worked so hard to learn 
all of the songs, lines and dances and gave three fantastic performances! You showed perseverance    

during the rehearsals and courage to perform in front of an audience, well done!   

 

 

 

 

 



KS1 ‘The Inn-Spectors’ 

 

 

 

 

 

The Inn-spectors 

This year's nativity told the story of 6 'Inn-spectors' that visited Bethlehem to rate the local inns. Whilst 
the Inn-spectors were impressed with the Bethlehem Grand they were less impressed with the last inn 
at the end of the street. That was until they discovered that Jesus, the Son of God, had been born in a 

stable out the back. As the story unwound the Inn-spectors soon realised that the inn was 'fit for a King'. 
The children stepped up to their roles and created memorable performances. The singing was fantastic 

with notable solos from key characters. There were many humorous moments and all children should be 
proud of their efforts.  



Year 3 have been making their own Christmas decorations. We had to design our decoration first, cut out 
our material and then sew together. Finally we decorated our creations with glitter, googly eyes, material 

and pen!  

 

Village Christmas Tree Event 

Anne Wilson visited school on Thursday to let the children know all about this year’s Christmas Tree event 

which is taking place outside the village hall next Thursday 19th December at 7.00pm. All villagers are    

welcome to come along and sing a variety of Christmas carols and Christmas songs, once the Christmas 

tree lights have been switched on. Mulled wine and mince pies will also be available and any donations 

given for these will go to the charity Kids Inspire.  

All children are invited to take part in a snowman design competition. There are two categories: 

1. EYFS and Key Stage 1  

2. Key Stage 2 

The winners from each will be invited to turn on the Christmas tree lights at the start of the village event.  

Children are asked to design a snowman of their choice, using the medium of their choice. Designs should 

be on an A4 piece of paper and have the child’s name and class clearly written on the back. Entries should 

be returned to the school office and the closing date is 9.00am Tuesday 17th December. All entries will be 

on display in the village hall ready for this event. 

Achievement Assembly 

Well done to all our recorder players who 

entertained us in this morning’s Achieve-

ment Assembly and to Mrs Metson for 

leading them so well.  Group 1 played    

Jingle Bells and the senior group played 

Away in a manger in 2 part harmony. 



Election Fever Hits Year 6 at Great Leighs 

General Election 2019 

Year 6 found out all about the General Election this week.  The children were split into groups and nominated 

a leader of their party. The five chosen leaders then took a piece of paper that said which party they would 

be representing. They then researched the manifestos of the parties they were representing and present this 

information to the class.  After hearing the presentations and having a question and answer session we had a 

secret ballot using ballot papers.  

 

 

 

 

The results of the ballot were: 

 
 
 

Bethan had taken on the role as leader of the Liberal Democrats and was declared as Prime Minister of Owl 

Class. 

After finding out about the political parties, Owl class then had to prepare their own manifestos and pledges 

for their own political parties. We came up with some interesting suggestions such as having shorter lunch 

breaks to increase our school holidays and that people who smoke should be charged to see a doctor.  

After hearing the manifestos, Owl class voted for Bethan and Selma to be crowned the winning party. They 

decided to call their party the Good life party. 

 

 

                                                              

Position Political Party Percentage of Vote 

1st Liberal Democrats 28% 

2nd Green Party 24% 

= 3rd Labour 21% 

= 3rd Conservatives 21% 

5th Brexit Party 7% 



 



 
 
 

The following children were presented with certificates in 
Achievement Assembly today for finishing in the top three 

on TimesTables Rockstars for the Autumn Term. 

 

Final Chart Positions for Autumn Term 

 

Highest number of coins earned: 

1st Bethan D 

2nd Oscar B 

3rd Sam W 

 

Fastest Speed 

1st Bethan D 

2nd Karl  

3rd Tyler  

 

Well done to all children this term Let's see if some differ-
ent children will enter the top three positions next term. 

Keep learning your tables! 

Message from our School 
Learning Council 

 

 

 

Please bring any stamps  

collected from Christmas  

post into your class. 

E-Safety tip from the Digital 

Leaders 

Don’t share photos of people 
you don’t know. 

Cake Sale in aid of the RSPCA 

Thank you to everyone in KS2 who sup-

ported last week’s cake sale, £72.50 was 

raised for the RSPCA 

 



SCHOOL DINNERS  -  NEW WINTER MENU 

WEEK  1 - Don’t forget to order the night before you need the dinner! - 

Children without a dinner order or packed lunch will be given a filled 

wrap 

Take time to discuss the dinner menu with your children and ensure 

they are aware of what you are ordering for them.   

Have a lovely Christmas break, we return in 2020 on Week 1 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia3LT1i5bhAhUnxYUKHQgMBtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.co.uk%2FLocationPhotoDirectLink-g181734-d7112736-i227745786-Cupcake_Junkie_Cafe-Whitby_O
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia3LT1i5bhAhUnxYUKHQgMBtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.co.uk%2FLocationPhotoDirectLink-g181734-d7112736-i227745786-Cupcake_Junkie_Cafe-Whitby_O


Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup goes 
to 

Mole Class 

100% attendance for 

 last week. 

Well done to you all! 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 2019/2020 

 Friday 14th February 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 

Our website is regularly updated with   

local events and information for parents.   

This can be found on the newsletter page. 

This Week’s 

Awards 
Values Award 

Maths 

Award 

Reading 

Award 

Squirrels Whole Class Miley Kaden 

Robins Ethan Alice Stanley 

Rabbits Joey Jesse Isla 

Bumblebee Ronnie Millie Henry 

Butterfly Daisy Aaron  Emi 

Osprey Emmie Jack Lucas 

Mole Emily Harley Elliott 

Owl Ashley Bethan Olivia S 

http://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/news-events/weekly-newsletters/local-events/

