
Dear Parents/Carers 

It was great to see so many children in 

their own clothes today! Thank you for 

sending items for FOGLS Christmas 

Bazaar into school; lots of plans and 

preparations for this event are well 

under way. We are very grateful to 

Sarah, Kay and all members of FOGLS 

for their motivation in organising this 

Christmas event, as well as fantastic 

parental support which makes it a 

great success. Lists requesting help for 

manning stalls is up outside the school 

office for parent helpers. Please sign 

up if you are able to come along –  

your help is really appreciated. 
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Issue: 10 15th November 2019 

Grow Learn Persevere Succeed 

admin@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETE 
ONLINE FLU FORMS BY TUESDAY 
19TH NOVEMBER.  THESE HAVE 

BEEN SENT OUT VIA PARENTMAIL 

PLEASE ENSURE ALL GOVERNOR BALLOT 
PAPERS ARE SUBMITTED TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE BY 9AM WEDS 20TH 
NOVEMBER 2019 

Values Holiday Homework 

Well done to all children who completed the School Values holiday homework.  We will be cele-

brating the children’s work and announcing the winners for each value in assembly on Monday. 

BAGS 2 SCHOOL  

ALL BAGS 2 SCHOOL DONATIONS SHOULD BE BROUGHT IN BY 8.45AM THURSDAY 21ST NO-

VEMBER.  If you don’t have a Bags 2 School bag a bin liner will still be accepted.  All dona-

tions go to good causes and help raise invaluable funds for our school.  Thank you  



Year 3 Poems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Need 

‘Thank you for all coins sent in today for Children in Need.  We will let you know the final 

sum collected next week.’     The School Learning Council 

 

In Flanders Field 

In Flanders field years ago 

took place lots of battles against our foe. 

Thousands die and now they lie 

in Flanders field. 

 

Massive crosses standing high 

touch the clouds as high as the sky 

The Queen lays a wreath on a memorial 

to remember the soldiers once and for all. 

 

We appreciate on this sad occasion 

what soldiers did on their mission 

to give us such miraculous peace 

So we say our prayers and all remember 

THE SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT IN THE WAR. 

 

Joseph  



Viking Workshop  -  Yr. 4 

 

 

 

 

 

‘ On Wednesday Osprey Class had a Viking day with a man called Chris.  Chris knows lots about Vikings and 

Romans. 

The best activity was grinding the flour.  It was a sort of stone that was split in half and it had a stick coming 

out of it and you can spin it to make flour.  

After our group went to a quiz and Molly was my partner.  It was hard but we got lots of facts like how to 

preserve Viking food. For preserving fish you can put salt on it or put over a fire or hang them up in the cold. 

Next after break we built a long boat made out of lots of pieces of wood.  Chris brought a sail and the top 

and the end which was the piece that had a sculpture of a scary dragon with a long body. 

At the end of the day we know much more than we did before about Vikings, it was a brilliant day!’    

By: Emmie 

 



Friendship Week in Owl Class – ‘Secret Angels’ 

As part of friendship week this week, Owl class were given the mission to be a ‘Secret Angel’.  Secret An-
gels is where each child in Owl class had to pick a name out at random and becomes that person’s secret 

angel. We had to spend the week trying to be extra nice to them but we were also allowed to be extra 
nice to other people to disguise our real assignment. We had the big reveal at the end of Thursday. The 

majority of children in Owl class successfully guessed correct who their Secret Angel was.  Here are 
some comments from the children: 

 

Benchball Yr. 5 v Boreham 

Last Friday our year 5’s took part in a Benchball competition against 

Boreham school.  Each team played two fixtures.  See results below 

 

 

 

Both teams showed excellent perseverance with our A team coming from behind to win one of their games.  

Well done to everyone who took part and thank you to parents who came along to support the teams. 

1st Great Leighs A  6 points 

2nd Boreham A 3 points 

3rd  Boreham B 3 points 

4th  Great Leighs B  0 points 



How to make a mini compost bin. 

‘If you find some worms in your garden you can make an amazing mini compost bin for all your food waste!  

You will need:  

Compost, water, worms, elastic bands, plastic bottle, shredded paper, card and also some food waste.  

 
First, cut the top off your bottle – you might need an adult to help you with this.  

 
Get your compost and pour some into your bottle.  

 
Next pour some water into the soil to make it damp for your worms.  

 
Then put your slimy worms into your slippery bottle (so they can’t get out).  

 
Once you have done that, put your food waste into the bottle.  

 
Then you put some shredded paper into the bottle. (Be careful, don’t push anything down because you might hurt the worms!) 

 
Next put a little more water in the bottle. (Be careful, if there is too much water the worms might drown!)  

 
Then you put a material lid on top and secure with an elastic band.  

 
Finally you have to wrap the bottle in card to make it dark for your worms.  

In this activity to make sure we kept safe we had to keep the worms safe and sound but we also had to wear gloves so that we didn’t get any 

bacteria on our hands.  I think the worms will eat all the food waste we gave to them.  We are going to check on our compost bins every 2 days 

to make sure the worms soil is still damp.’   By Amber  



 

 

 

Maths Week TT Rockstars ends at 19:30 
tonight (Friday 15th November) - keep 
earning your points for your class. We will 
reveal who the winners are next week in 
assembly. 
  

FREE BOOKS! 

 

The Sun has teamed up with Collins Big 
Cat to give primary schools FREE 
BOOKS.  

The school needs to collect 3,500 to-
kens from The Sun newspaper to claim 
free books worth over £600.  

Collins Big Cat is the main scheme we 
use in our reading scheme so these 
books would benefit the children 
hugely.  

If you are able to please collect the 
vouchers and hand them in to your 
child’s class teacher.  

It is running from the 23rd November 
until the 8th of February.  

Thank you for your continued support, 
Miss Le Masurier.   



Forest School 

We were disappointed not to go to the woods this 

week, and I apologise to any parents who had 

planned to help.  The forecast was for heavy rain all 

morning although, as it turned out, it was a lovely 

afternoon!  However the field was already very slip-

pery and the stile area extremely muddy and to walk 

30 children and helpers across would have turned it 

into a quagmire. 

Instead, we looked very carefully at selection of au-

tumn leaves, noting difference in shape and size as 

well as colour.  We talked about how the trees use 

the leaves to make their own ‘food’ by photosynthe-

sis and then stop growing in the winter, with many 

dropping their leaves.  We examined the patterns of 

the veins on the different leaves. 

The children used pastels to colour their observation-

al drawings of different leaves and the resulting col-

lages were fantastic.  A class of talented artists! 

We hope that the weather will be drier next week so 

that we can return to the woods.  Thank you to the 

adults who are planning to come. 

Mrs Dyke 

 

Reception Admissions  

Academic year starting in September 2020  

 

Primary school (Reception) admission round opens on 11 November 2019, for par-

ents of children to apply for a Reception school place for the academic year that 

starts in September 2020.  

The statutory national closing date for applications is 15 January 2020.  

Applications can be made online only 

via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions  

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


SCHOOL DINNERS  -  NEW WINTER MENU 

WEEK  3 - Don’t forget to order the night before you need the dinner! - 

Children without a dinner order or packed lunch will be given a filled 

wrap 

Take time to discuss the dinner menu with your children and ensure 

they are aware of what you are ordering for them.   

Health and Safety Advice 

Parents of our youngest children need to be aware that grapes, cherry tomatoes, olives and 

silver skin onions can cause choking in young children due to their size and shape. Although 

the risk of choking is low, parents of young children are advised to halve grapes, cherry tomatoes, olives 

and silver skin onions if part of a child’s snack or packed lunch. Thank you. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia3LT1i5bhAhUnxYUKHQgMBtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.co.uk%2FLocationPhotoDirectLink-g181734-d7112736-i227745786-Cupcake_Junkie_Cafe-Whitby_O
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia3LT1i5bhAhUnxYUKHQgMBtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.co.uk%2FLocationPhotoDirectLink-g181734-d7112736-i227745786-Cupcake_Junkie_Cafe-Whitby_O


Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup goes 
to 

Robin Class 

100% attendance for 

 last week. 

Well done to you all! 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2019/2020 

 Friday 14th February 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 

Our website is regularly updated 

with local events and infor-

mation for parents.  This can be 

found on the newsletter page. 

This Week’s 

Awards 
Values Award 

Maths 

Award 

Reading 

Award 

Squirrels Noah Freddie William M 

Robins Fenn Leia Annie 

Rabbits Ruben Mae Monty 

Bumblebee Henry Oliver R Ollie E 

Butterfly Keon Carson Samuel R 

Osprey Edward Caden Erin 

Mole Aimee B Oscar B Jacob 

Owl Evie Lois D Mason 

E-Safety tip from the 

Digital Leaders 

If you’re going to post a 
video, photo or comment 
online (either a game or 

app etc.)  make sure it is 
sensible and friendly 

http://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/news-events/weekly-newsletters/local-events/

