
Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you, parents, for attending our parent/teacher/pupil consultation evenings this week. Staff find 

their discussions with your child very useful and hope the information shared with you supports your 

child’s learning and development. 

A summary of our School Improvement Plan for parents was given to you during the evening. This  

shows the areas of improvement the School is working on this academic year and your support for 

these areas is much appreciated. We hope that the clarification of 6 simple school rules, clearly identi-

fied and regularly shared with children will help develop their self-discipline. These are: 

 Listen to all members of staff 

 Walk quietly through the school 

 Line up silently 

 Kind hands 

 Kind words 

 Kind feet 

The inclusion of Resilience as our sixth school value is also intended to help build more confident and 

emotionally sound children. Children have decided upon 6 characters/personalities who best represent 

our School Values, these are: 

Resilience: Rosa Parks 

Positivity: Charlie Bucket 

Respect: Dr Barnardo 

Friendship: Winnie the Pooh 

Courage: Fantastic Mr Fox 

Excellence: Dina Asher-Smith 

We look forward to seeing the children’s homework on any of the characters above – please see the next page 

for details. 

Parent Governor Nominations 

We were delighted to have two parent nominations for the parent governor vacancy. Information re-

garding a ballot for this parent governor position will be sent out after half term. 

School Bell 

As the sounding of our school bell can create anxieties for some children, the bell will no longer be rung 

at the start of the school day. In order to fulfil our safeguarding procedures, we ask parents 

to vacate the school premises as soon as they have dropped their child/children at school, 

ready for Mrs Bloomfield to check the site and close the gates. Many thanks. 
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FOGLS Christmas Design 

I hope your child/children has lots fun designing their Christmas card/wrapping paper/tag design over the 

holidays. Please see below for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your child would have brought  home an A3 sheet of paper on which he/she can create a Christmas design. This de-

sign will be used to produce their very own Christmas cards, tags, wrapping paper and gift mugs. Attached to the 

piece of paper will be an order form for you to select the items you wish to purchase. The Christmas items you order 

will be professionally printed and produce fantastic cards, tags, wrapping paper and gift mugs and be super Christmas 

presents for family and friends.   

Payment should be made online and the artwork returned to school for collection by  

Tuesday 12th November 2019 

 



School Learning Council News 

 

We are selling poppy products from 

Monday the 4th of November to Friday 

the 8th of November 

We are selling slap bands, wrist 

bands, reflectors, rubbers, rulers, 

pencils, zip pulls. 

We really hope you will donate so we 

can raise money for this amazing 

charity – Ava and Bethan 

The prices shown are only sugges-

tions 

You would have received a copy of the new winter menu this week via ParentMail and 
seen on Week 3 ‘School Council’s Favourite Cupcake’ for Thursday dessert.  The school 

learning council pupils thoroughly enjoyed taste testing and have chosen chocolate orange 
flavour.  Yum!  

 



Year 2 India Day 

This week Year 2 had India Day. We started the day by making diva lamps for Diwali. We 
used to shape out a bowl and then added patterns using tools. After break we made a veg-
etable curry. We cut up potato and cauliflower then added a handful of spinach. The ingre-
dients went into a saucepan with some spices, vegetable stock and tomatoes. We left it to 
cook over lunch time. In the afternoon we created Rangoli patterns using chalk and rice. 
Miss Collins then taught us an Indian style dance. After dance we tried the curry. It was delicious! We had a 
great day and enjoyed all of the activities.  

 

 



Gripping Yarns Storytelling 

‘Yesterday a man came in and acted out a story about E-safety. It 

was all about a little boy who was getting hacked by a little girl 

called Charley.  He asked his friend Wilf to help him out with the 

problem.’  ‘My favourite bit about the story was when we got to 

share our opinion.’  -  Ruby.  ‘My favourite part was when he got 

Wilf to help him ’ -  Rylan.’ 

This is  just a snippet from the year 5/6 workshop, all children 

thoroughly enjoyed their class sessions and may even have some 

sign language to share with you! 

 

KS1 Mixed Football 

Well done to our Year 2 football team that took 

part in a tournament earlier in the week.  They 

played with enthusiasm and really enjoyed their 

first team event.  Well done to you all and a thank 

you to parents for transporting the team. 

 

 



Year 3 sharing their Stone Age stories 

 

Year 3 and Woolly Mammoths! 

Thank you for sending in the milk bottles, I’m sure you’ll agree 
the children made great Woolly Mammoths out of them! 

Forest School – Robin class 

Thank you very much to all the parents who have come along to help with Forest School this half term, and 

especially to those who came yesterday and endured the very heavy rain.   It is very rare that we have such a 

downpour when we are in the woods but, as the saying goes, “There is no such thing as bad weather, only 

inappropriate clothing”, although I think we were all soaked through by the time we got back!  Hopefully, 

changing the children into their PE kits warmed them up, and also ensured the PE kits went home.  My apol-

ogies for the wet and muddy clothes in the PE bags. 

Despite the rain, the children had a great time and were very excited when someone spotted a toad hiding 

under some logs.  Given the weather, I suppose it was not surprising to see an amphibian, but I have only 

once seen a toad in the Forest School area in all the years we have been using it. 

The Robins have had a great half term in the woods, seeing summer slip into autumn and enjoying finding 

different coloured leaves and chestnuts, building dens and playing on the logs, swing and seesaw.  They have 

been very self-sufficient and inventive and have worked well together. 

After half term, it will be the turn of Rabbit class to go to the woods.  Please en-

sure that your child has that appropriate clothing – plenty of layers if it is cold, 

together with a warm coat, hat and gloves.  Any parents who can come along to 

help are very, very welcome as we cannot go unless we have your support. 

Mrs Dyke 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday afternoon Year 3 had a Stone Age Activity session. We made fruit stew, practised sewing mate-
rial together, sketched some stone age weapons and whittled soap to try and make a spear head.  

 

 

Oliver K - ‘We used a bar of soap and a knife to make a spear point. It was fun and took a really long time. 
It was hard to try and make it look like a real spear but I really enjoyed doing it.’  

Joe and Erin  – ‘We cut up blackberries, pears, apples, oranges and honey to make our stew. We put the 
blackberries in the pan while we cut the pears into small pieces. Then we put the pairs into the pan to cook. 

We mixed all the ingredients together and we were all very excited to try some stone age fruit stew! We 
boiled the fruit, the wooden spoon was really hot from the heat of the stove. The liquid was bubbling a lot 

and the fruit was breaking into smaller pieces. We liked the mixture of the different fruits, it was sweet and 
the honey gave it a nicer taste.’ 

Ruby R – ‘First we chose some thread to use and threaded our needles. In the Stone age they would have 
used bone for the needles and animal skin for thread. We folded our material in half and tried to sew it 

together to make a pouch. It was really tricky because the needle kept making bigger holes in the materi-
al! ‘ 

Albert – ‘We had to look in different non fiction books about the stone age to try and find what stone age 
weapons looked like. There were spears, stones, hammers and axes. We also looked up the weapons on a 

computer. They also used fire as a weapon. We used pencils to carefully sketch the different weapons in our 
sketch books. ‘ 



MESSAGE FROM FOGLS 

 

FOGLS CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

SATURDAY 30TH NOVEMBER 2019  4PM  -  6PM 

We would be grateful for any help at the event, setting up and taking down, 

running stalls!  A list will go up soon for stalls we need help on. 

If you would like to have your own stall at our event get in touch! 

ptagreatleighs@gmail.com 



SCHOOL DINNERS  -  NEW WINTER MENU 

WEEK 1 - Don’t forget to order the night before you need the dinner! - 

Children without a dinner order or packed lunch will be given a filled 

wrap 

Take time to discuss the dinner menu with your children and ensure 

they are aware of what you are ordering for them.   

Health and Safety Advice 

Parents of our youngest children need to be aware that grapes, cherry tomatoes, olives and 

silver skin onions can cause choking in young children due to their size and shape. Although 

the risk of choking is low, parents of young children are advised to halve grapes, cherry tomatoes, olives 

and silver skin onions if part of a child’s snack or packed lunch. Thank you. 
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Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

Staff Training Non-Pupil 

Days 2019/2020 

Friday 14th February 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 

 

 

Our website is regularly updated 

with local events and infor-

mation for parents.  This can be 

found on the newsletter page. 

Fastest Speed Yr. 
2/3 

Fastest Speed Yr. 
4/5/6 

Overall Points 

1st – James  – 3.75 1st – Bethan – 1.04 1st – Bethan - 159279 

2nd – Cara – 4.69 2nd – Karl 1.22 2nd – Corey - 25003 

3rd – Kai – 4.96 3rd – Lois -  1.38 3rd – Karl - 21506 

E-Safety tip from the Digital Leaders 

Digital Leaders lead an assembly on Thursday all about E-Safety!  Lots of infor-
mation, some games you can play to learn about E-Safety (Digizen and Interland) 
and a quiz at the end.  Lots of E-Safety tips there!  Enjoy 

the half term and be safe online! 

http://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/news-events/weekly-newsletters/local-events/

