
Dear Parents/Carers 

The children have had a fantastic science week and our school grounds are now fully equipped with 

‘bug hotels’ and tasty treats for birds. We are very grateful to all the visitors we have had in this week 

and to Miss Collins for organising all events. It has been good to see a lot of aspects of science and de-

sign technology taught across the school. 

Many thanks for all the donations made for the visiting charities from the tuck shop in the last two 

weeks, £96 was raised in total.  
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Issue: 20 7th February 2020 

Grow Learn Persevere Succeed 

admin@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk 

REMINDER  -  SCHOOL CLUBS HAVE NOW FINISHED FOR THIS TERM (WITH EXCEPTION OF 11+ CLUB AND CHRIS FINCH 

EARLY MORNING WEDNESDAY FOOTBALL CLUB) AND WILL RESUME AFTER HALF TERM 

Parent/Teacher Consultations for 

Rabbit Class 

Rabbit Class parent consultation days 

are scheduled for Tuesday 25th Febru-

ary 3.30 – 6.00pm and Wednesday 

4.00 – 7.00pm. A letter will be sent out 

next week informing parents as to 

when the bookings can be made. 

Butterfly Class Assembly 

Butterfly Class assembly has 

been rescheduled for  Tues-

day 3rd March at 8.50am. 

Squirrel Class Assembly 

We look forward to seeing 

Squirrel class parent at their 

assembly  on 

Thursday 13th 

February 8.50am 

PARENTS  -  PLEASE BE REMINDED THAT CHILDREN, INCLUDING SIBLINGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON SCHOOL PLAY 

EQUIPMENT BEFORE OR AFTER SCHOOL  -  MANY THANKS 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fcute-cartoon-butterfly-vector-20482005&psig=AOvVaw3pW5n5pl7dZK3J2KfOuPOf&ust=1581178393055000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIiahMbnv-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAAB
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fsquirrel-cartoon-with-nut-vector-1299622&psig=AOvVaw3jDSeo3tmS-y7LjpwyncV9&ust=1581178475828000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCTofnnv-cCFQAAAAAdAAAA


Owl Assembly 

We kicked off our science week with an exciting assembly from Nite Owls. Erika and Olivia taught us lots of 
facts about owls and even flew some of the birds right over our heads. My favourite part of the assembly 
was when the owls were flying. The owls flew really low which meant we got to see them close up! (Tilly)  

Species of owl that visited us:  

Barn Owls (Whisper and Dotty) 

Little Owl (Chip)  

Indian Scops 

White Face Scops 

Bengal Eagle Owl (Monty) 

African Spotted Owl (Murphy) 

 

What we learnt (By Kai and Henry)  

Owls can turn their heads 360 degrees which means all the way round.  

Owls are carnivores – they only eat meat.  

Owls fly low to the ground and their wings don’t make a sound.  

Owls don’t need to see because they have very good hearing.  

They can hear a mouse’s heartbeat from 3m away.  

They can’t digest animal bones or fur so they bring this back up as pellets.  

Once they have grown all their feathers it means they have grown to their full size.  

Some species of owls are nocturnal but some do come out in the day.  

Some are adapted to live in the cold and some are adapted to live in the warm.  

All owls vary in size and we saw one owl with a wing span of 150cm.  

They have soft feathers. 



 



 



David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation Visit 

 ‘In assembly we met a lady from the David 

Shepherd Wildlife Foundation.  She talked to 

us about the animals the foundation look 

after.  Pangolins, Snow Leopards, Lions, Tigers 

and Painted dogs.  All of the animals are en-

dangered, as well as Elephants, White Rhi-

no’s, Hyenas, Black Bears and Antelopes.’    

By: Rylan and Evie 



PDSA Visit  

Louise from the PDSA came to visit us on Wednesday.  Squirrels, Robins, Rabbits and Moles had a session 
with her to learn about pet hospitals or animal heroes. The whole school took part in her assembly where 
she taught us all about how to keep our pets happy and healthy.  

The 5 things all animals need are:  

Shelter 

Food and Water 

Healthy heart  

The correct friends (Some animals don’t like to be around other animals)  

Exercise and fun  

 



PDSA Visit  

Squirrel Class enjoyed their visit from the PDSA. We learnt about what different animals need to stay happy 
and healthy as well as what’s involved when animals are taken to surgery. It is really important that the staff 

have really clean hands and that the rooms are kept really clean.   

We were also shown some x-rays of animals who had swallowed objects so we must keep our pets safe by 
not leaving small objects around.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘In class we met a lady called Louise and she was a vetinary nurse from the PDSA.  She came to ask questions 
on a Quizdom.  A quizdom is something that you can press A,B,C,D,E and F or 1,2,3,4 and 5 or True/False or 

Yes/No.  The lady also asked questions on the board which said things like ‘do you like animals’ ‘how comfort-
able do you feel around animals’  She also showed us a video of her vets.  She also showed us the process a 
vet has to go through before surgery.  They wash their hands very well and they can’t touch anything.  She 
also told us that the animal has to be fully covered before the operation.  We all liked Louise coming and 

hope she will come again soon!’  By: Evie and Rylan 

 



Tuck Shop Charity Donations 

Many thanks for all the donations made for the visiting charities from the tuck shop in the last two weeks, 

£96 was raised in total.   The money was split between the David Shepherd Wilderness Organisation, PDSA 

and The Wilderness Foundation.  They were very happy to receive cheques during their sessions with us. 

Wilderness Foundation 

Year 4 learnt about habitats. Each animal has their own special habitat 
which gives them access to food water and shelter. We matched animals 
to their correct habitat, we also had to match the correct statements to 
each habitat.  Lillie, Amelia, Zach and Alex.  
 
Year 2 learnt about the life cycle of a butterfly. First it starts off as an egg, 
then they grow into a caterpillar. After that they made a chrysalis and 
when the butterfly is ready it breaks out of the chrysalis and flys away. 
Olivia  
 
Year 3 learnt about endangered animals. Some animals are becoming ex-
tinct because of the effect of pollution. For example a turtle may think a 
plastic carrier is a jelly fish so it eats it and it gets stuck in their stomach. 
We learnt about poachers who kill animals and sell their body parts for 
medicine such as elephants who they kill for their tusks. Alfie  
 

Year 3 also learnt about the effects of habitat loss which is putting 
animals in danger. We discussed invasive species which is when 
an animal is introduced to a new habitat that it shouldn’t be in. 
For example the grey squirrel was 
brought over from America but sadly car-
ries diseases and can be quite aggressive. 
Therefore they attack the red squirrel 
which is much smaller than the grey 
squirrels and they can also catch their 
diseases. 



Beekeeper Visit  

On Thursday we had Stacey the Beekeeper visit our school for a whole 
school assembly. She taught us all about Honeybees and how they make 
their honey. Stacey showed us some of the equipment she uses to care for 
her bees including a steamer which she uses to move the bees out the way 
without harming them! 

We also learnt: 

Honeybees are the only bee that make excess honey which we can take to 
use ourselves. 

In a hive there is a family of between 10,000 and 70,000 bees. 

Bees have lots of different jobs in the hive including: cleaners, security and builders. 

Honeybees live in a colony with one Queen Bee. 

The bees collect pollen and nectar which they store in special pouches in their legs. 

We loved learning about Honeybees – Thank you Stacey for such an interesting 
assembly! 

Benchball Yr. 4 v Boreham Primary 

Last Friday a very depleted year 4 team played in a benchball 
(changed from Endball as the weather was rainy) tournament 
against Boreham school. Unfortunately lots of the team mem-
bers were ill, which meant that those who were available had to 
play multiple games to balance the teams. The children did ex-
tremely well to hold their own and finish in 2nd and 3rd place. 
Well done to all who took part.  

Science Week Fun 

Year 1 children enjoyed making bird feeders! 



Year 6 have been mastering time in French! 

Year 3  -  Monday of Science Week  

We researched our class 

animal and created a fact 

page. We also chose our 

favourite butterfly / bum-

blebee and painted them 

onto a piece of hazel.  

 

Squirrel Class found out all about tigers this week including different types of tigers, where they live, what 
they eat and sadly how there are only around 4,000 tigers that remain in the wild. We then got to make our 
own tiger masks using different shapes which was very exciting! 

 

Osprey Class 

This week Osprey Class have been learning lots about animals in their Science les-
sons. They have been working in groups to find about African animals and then they 
have been presenting their knowledge to the rest of the class. Some of the animals 
included were lions, jaguars, gorillas and vultures.  



 

Yr. 5/6 Cross Country 

Despite being hit by illness our Yr. 5/6 team still took part in this week’s Cross Country event.  Thank you to 

Mrs Bilbie, Mrs Davies and Mrs Ellis for helping and the other parents for transporting the children to the 

event.  

Here are results: 

 
Year 5 Girls Year 5 Boys Year 6 Girls 

Poppy 8th Oscar 2nd Bethan 3rd 

Maisie 28th Will 39th Alessia 12th 

Lillie B 44th Henry 46th Lois 16th 

Freya 48th 
George 
48th 

Charlotte 
58th 

  Rylan 64th Scarlett 68th  

‘On Thursday the 6th February the Year 5 and 6 cross country 

team went to Melbourne to do a cross country race.  It was a 

lovely day and we are all very excited.  When we arrived and had 

found our pen the year 5 girls had to go to the start line.  They 

were all amazing and did very well.  Next it was the year 5 boys 

turn to run.  They were also incredible and did very well too.  Fi-

nally (as we didn’t have any year 6 boys running) it was the year 

6 girls turn to run.  We were also very fast and did very well.  I 

think we all did Great Leighs proud and we should all be proud of 

ourselves.’ 

By: Bethan 



SCHOOL DINNERS  -   WINTER MENU 

WEEK  3 - Don’t forget to order the night before you need the dinner! - Chil-

dren without a dinner order or packed lunch will be given a filled wrap 

Take time to discuss the dinner menu with your children and ensure they are 

aware of what you are ordering for them.   

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia3LT1i5bhAhUnxYUKHQgMBtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.co.uk%2FLocationPhotoDirectLink-g181734-d7112736-i227745786-Cupcake_Junkie_Cafe-Whitby_O
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia3LT1i5bhAhUnxYUKHQgMBtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.co.uk%2FLocationPhotoDirectLink-g181734-d7112736-i227745786-Cupcake_Junkie_Cafe-Whitby_O


Many thanks for all the support you give your child and the staff of Great Leighs.  Together we can provide 

the very best  learning opportunities.   

Yours sincerely   Janis Waters 

This Week’s 

Awards 
Values Award 

Maths 

Award 

Reading 

Award 

Squirrels Isabelle Mya Jake 

Robins Emily Alanis Aidan K 

Rabbits Brooke Ruben Dylan 

Bumblebee Matilda Amber Ben 

Butterfly Cara Carson Joseph 

Osprey Lillie Amelia Kyle 

Mole Oscar B Kai Lillie 

Owl Selma Jimmy Ashley 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup goes to 
Mole class 

 97.7% attendance for last 
week 

Well done to you all! 

 

 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2019/2020 

 Friday 14th February 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 

Our website is regularly updated with   local events and information 

for parents.   

This can be found on the newsletter page. 

 
 

 

Fastest 
Speed Yr. 

3/4 

Fastest 
Speed Yr. 

5/6 

Coins Earned 
Spring Term 

1st  
Joe T 
1.73 

1st  
Bethan  

0.92 

1st  
 Joe T  

170,482 

2nd  
Corey 
1.89 

2nd  
Karl  
1.01 

2nd 
Bethan 
83,514 

3rd  
Zachary 

2.05 

3rd  
Tyler  
1.02 

3rd  
Christopher D  

-  21,351 

E-Safety tip from the 

Digital Leaders 

Before giving out personal 
information, check with 

an adult 

http://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/news-events/weekly-newsletters/local-events/

