
Dear Parents/Carers 

What a great week we have had! Your children were 

super smart on Monday ready for their school photo-

graph, which should be with you in the next couple of 

weeks.  Children are really setting into their learning in 

class and getting back into the swing of school routines 

and expectations – and the weather has been great for 

both outdoor learning and break times.  
 

Thank you for continuing to be vigilant with any signs or illness and 

organising a PCR test when needed. We are aware that there are a 

number of different COVID symptoms and your support in checking 

your children helps protect the school community. Children are en-

couraged to wash their hands at different intervals in the day and hy-

giene routines in classrooms are continuing. Please do ensure that 

you contact the school before 9.00am should your child be unwell, or 

report the absence with a detailed reason via ParentMail.   
 

The school value this week was resilience and was the KS2 assem-

bly theme. We discussed the meaning of resilience – bouncing 

back from difficult events. Children shared times when they had 

shown resilience; that they had experienced some suffering or 

upset… but overcame their difficulty. I shared the story below 

which the children may remember! 

Hot Chocolate Friday  

It was great to see Poppy, Isaac, Frank, Alanis, Maxwell, 

Ruben, Erin and Alice at today’s hot chocolate Friday. 

Here are the children enjoying their treat!  

 

 

 

 

Frozen Friday 

Today is the last FOGLS Frozen Friday! A big thank you to FOGLS for arranging this Fri-

day afternoon treat for children. Next Friday, October 1st, children will be offered a 

free treat of an ice lolly from FOGLS as their breaktime Friday snack. Ice lollies will be 

taken to each class and alternatives given by Sam for those with known allergies. Par-

ents will be sent a ParentMail next week with more information. 
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The Farmer and the Donkey 

 
One day a farmer’s donkey fell down into a well. The animal cried piteously for hours as 
the farmer tried to figure out what to do. Finally, he decided the animal was old, and the 
well needed to be covered up anyway-it just wasn’t worth it to retrieve the donkey. 

He invited all of his neighbours to come over and help him. They all grabbed a shovel and 
began to shovel dirt into the well. At first, the donkey realized what was happening and 

cried horribly. Then, to everyone’s amazement, he quieted down. 

A few shovel loads later, the farmer finally looked down the well. He was astonished at what he saw. 
With each shovel of dirt that hit his back, the donkey was doing something amazing. He would shake it 
off and take a step up. 

As the farmer’s neighbours continued to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he would shake it off and take a 
step up. Pretty soon, everyone was amazed as the donkey stepped up over the edge of 
the well and happily trotted off! 

Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds of dirt. The trick to getting out of the well is 
to shake it off and take a step up. Each of our troubles is a steppingstone. We can get 
out of the deepest wells just by not stopping, never giving up! Shake it off and take a 
step up. 

 

I hope you have a very enjoyable weekend with your family. 

 

 

Janis Waters 

 

New secondary admission round (Year 6 to 7 transfer September 2022) 

  

The application period for admission to Year 7 in secondary schools for September 2022 opened on 10 
September 2021.  

  

From this date, parents/carers of current Year 6 Essex resident children will be able to make their ap-
plications using our website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. Last year, 99% of Essex parents applied 
online. 

  

As usual, the Council will not be sending out letters to parents/carers about applying. All of the applica-
tion information is published on the website above. 

  

Year 6 parents/carers need to apply for a secondary school place  

by the closing date of 31 October 2021 

Please remember to return your signed data collection sheets , even if there are no changes. 

Thank you. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.gov.uk%2Fadmissions&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9b10f8c6d9cd4eca72ce08d96df8c3b1%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637661737457562160%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI




Mole Class 

In Mole class, we have been using the sunny weather this week to help us with our Science lessons. We learnt 
about how and why shadows move during the day and also vary in size depending on where the sun is.  

 

Rabbit Class 

Rabbits had a lovely trip to Little Leighs church.  We walked sensi-
bly along the country paths and were mindful of passing dog  
walkers and even a horse rider!  Whilst we were there, we looked 
at key features of a church.  Rev. Sandra spoke to us about why a 
church is a special place for Christians.  We even had the chance 
to sing one of our harvest songs, which Rev Sandra really enjoyed. 

 



Owl Class 

To consolidate their maths learning this week - Owl class 
had an active maths lesson to help sharpen their arithmetic 
skills. 

 

Bumblebee Class 

Bumblebee Class have enjoyed learning about cave paintings and creating some of their own.  

 

 

Kingfisher Class 

Kingfisher class have been writing our own myths this week. We have included our own creature that the 

mighty Beowulf had to fight to save a village! Today we shared our myths.  

 

 



FOGLS (Friends of Great Leighs School) Annual Gen-
eral Meeting will be held on Thursday 30th Septem-
ber at 7.30pm via zoom, if you’d like to join please 
contact us on ptagreatleighs@gmail.com 

 

The PTA plays a vital part in the school community 
and all parents, as members of the PTA, are invited 
to support the AGM. 

 

This is your chance to hear and see how the funds 
you have helped to raise have been used for the ben-
efit of the children at our school. 

 

The AGM is also an opportunity for you to elect the 
PTA Committee, who represent the association 
throughout the forthcoming year (Chair, Secretary & 
Treasurer). Nominations should be sent in advance of 
the AGM for anyone wishing to stand as an Officer or 
Ordinary Committee Member, for the first time. Ex-
isting committee members wishing to stand for re-
election do not have to be nominated again but 
should inform the PTA of their intention to stay in 

mailto:ptagreatleighs@gmail.com


TERM DATES 

Autumn Term 2021 

Thurs 2nd Sept  -  Fri 17th Dec 

Spring Term 2022 

Tues 4th Jan  -  Fri 1st April  

Summer Term 2022 

Tues 19th April  -  Thurs 21st July 

Our website is regularly updated 

with information on local events 

which may be of interest which 

you can access by clicking here  

https://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/news-

events/weekly-newsletters/local-

events/ 

Read our latest Online Safety newsletter here: 

This months main feature is WhatsApp. 

https://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2021/07/Online-Safety-Newsletter-July-2021-3.pdf 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2021/2022 

Wednesday 1st Sept 21 

Friday 22nd Oct 21 

Friday 11th Feb 22 

Monday 6th June  22 

Friday 22nd July 22 

This 

Week’s 

Awards 

Values 

Award 

Maths 

Award 

Reading 

Award 

Squirrels Charlie Joshua Millie 

Robins Arthur Elliot Sophia V 

Rabbits Kaden  Mya Ethan 

Bumblebee Emily Maya Myron 

Kingfisher Albie Ted S Ruben 

Woodpecker Charlie Ollie Erin 

Mole Ryley George A’mae 

Owl Chloe  Caden Bailey 

 

 

Well done to the children that have already started to use TTRS.   

Remember to keep practising your tables so you can answer them as 

quick as our leaders. 

Fastest Speed 
Number of Coins  

earned this term 

1st—Louis Year 5 0.52 1st—Chloe  Year 6 9573 

2nd— Carson  Year 5 0.64 2nd—Izabelle  Year 4 6671 

3rd—James  Year 6 1.14 3rd  - Sofia Year 6 6301 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup goes 
to     

Squirrel Class 

98% attendance for last 
week. 

Well done to you all! 
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