
Dear Parents/Carers 

What a wonderful couple of harvest assemblies we saw this morning from Squirrel 

Class, Robin Class and Rabbit Class. Lots of lovely singing, dancing, poetry and infor-

mation all on our harvest theme. Well done to all children for leading this assembly, 

for performing so well to their parents and for bringing a taste of autumnal joy and 

thankfulness for all the wonderful food we have. Thank you to the School Council 

for raising awareness of the work of Braintree Food Bank and to parents and chil-

dren for sending in donations. It was lovely to hear the school choir sing a harvest 

song and see the terracotta pots given to the school by Mrs Dyke last summer filled 

with plants, including spring bulbs which we hope to harvest in time for our Easter 

Assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of children, Jack and Tommy, decided to encourage Tesco shoppers to make a 

donation for the Braintree Food Bank. They designed a poster, attached it to a shopping 

basket in Tesco, left it in a prominent position and collected donations yesterday after 

school. Well done boys! 

New School Pots 

Here are Ethan and Miley filling our new Yorkshire terracotta school pots, bringing 

colour and life to our outdoor areas.  Thank you Mrs Dyke! 

 

FOGLS Coffee Morning 

Thank you to FOGLS, Sam and Kelly and all parents who enjoyed FOGLS 

coffee morning after each assembly today. It was so good to see parents 

getting to know each other and finding out about FOGLS community events 

and how FOGLS support learning in school.  

FOGLS Half term Spooky Trail 

Give your children an outdoor activity this half term by signing up for 

FOGLS Spooky Trail. Once signed up you will be sent a map to help you lo-

cate pumpkins around the village with amazing faces. Following the walk, 

children just need to spot the missing pumpkin face. Prizes will be awarded 

after half term.  
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Here is the collection of goods ready 

to go to Braintree Food 

Bank  



KS1 and EYFS Phonic Workshop 

Thank you to all parents who attended one of our two phonic workshops led by Mrs Emily Le 

Masurier, we hope you found these useful in supporting your children at home.  

Parent/Teacher Consultations 

Thank you for booking your parent/teacher consultation next week. Should you have any difficulty with timings, 

please email your child’s class teacher. 

Coffee Morning with Mrs Chamberlain (SENCO) 

Mrs Chamberlain is looking forward to meeting parents at 9.30 on Monday morning for refreshments and a chat 

regarding issues/concerns/support for any parent of children with additional needs or worries. Please contact Mrs 

Chamberlain directly on SENCO@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk if you would like to book a place. 

School Value of the Week: Courage 

In our assemblies this week we investigated the meaning of courage and when we have 

shown courage both in and out of school. With KS1 we looked at how children might show 

courage in standing up for someone else and helping others make the right choice. In KS2 we 

read the story of Sadako Sasaki who was very ill with radiation sickness following the bomb-

ing of Hiroshima in Japan. She showed great courage in making 964 paper birds, despite the 

pain she suffered, in order to stop countries having another nuclear war. Unfortunately, she 

did not make her target of 1000 birds, however a monument to her stands in the Peace Park 

in Japan. Following the story we shared how fortunate we are in having good health, warm 

houses, food, family, love and care. 

FOGLS Christmas Cards 
This year children have designed their Christmas card picture in school.  We’re working with a new Christmas card 
supplier - flyers will come home in book bags early in November with instructions on how to order online meaning 
your orders will be nice and early this year!  

Friday 22nd October 

Next Friday, 22nd October is a staff training day and therefore the beginning of the half term break for children.  

 

Wishing you a very enjoyable weekend with your family. 

Best wishes 

Janis Waters 

Mr Finch Football 

Yr. 2/3 early morning football club 
will still be on Wednesday 20th Octo-

ber 

SCHOOL CLUBS 

Have now finished for this half term. 

School Clubs start again week beginning 

1st November 21 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please, please, please name all your 

child’s belongings!  It really does help get 

lost items back to them.  We now have a 

box back in reception for unnamed items. 

Important Information for Parents 

Here’s a link regarding the new Netflix show 'Squid Game' and what parents need to be aware of. 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-across-platforms-what-parents-
need-to-know 
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Rabbit Class 

 

Kingfisher Class 

 

Year 5 & 6 

Rabbits really enjoyed drawing their 
Rangoli art in the playground.  We 

hope you enjoyed our outdoor gallery 
too! 

‘In science we investigated how sound 
changes the further you go away from 

the source. I enjoyed playing the in-
struments for the investigation.’ 

Thomas S 

This morning, Year 5 and Year 6 took part in a live lesson with a famous poet (Joseph Coelho) and got top tips 
and inspiration for writing our own poems and stories. We ended the session by hearing some questions sent 

in by other schools about what inspired him as a writer and how to become a poet/author. 



Rabbit Class 

Buddies! 

'On Wednesday afternoon, it was a very exciting time for Year 5 and 
Reception children as they met their buddies for the first time! They 
had a great session introducing themselves and getting to know their 
buddies a bit better.' 

Rabbit class have been busy pre-

paring for the harvest assem-

bly.  We looked closely at fruit and 

vegetables, wrote poems and 

made our own paper versions too  



KS2 Art Club 

 

Endball  -  Yr. 3 

Last Friday our year 3 endball team welcomed Boreham Primary to a 
mini endball competition. There were two teams from each school 
and the competition took the format of a small league. Our children 
performed extremely well, demonstrating a clear understanding of 
the game and the ability to work well as a team. Both teams were 
very successful. Our A team won both of their games and finished in 
1st place and our B team won one game and finished 2nd place on 
goal difference. Well done to all the children who took part!  

1st - Great Leighs A  

2nd - Great Leighs B  

3rd - Boreham A  

4th - Boreham B  

Over the last couple of weeks in art club we have been looking at Kindinsky’s concentric 
circles. We made our own tree pictures using paper to create concentric circles.  
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Read our latest Online Safety newsletter here: 

https://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2021/10/Online-Safety-Newsletter-Oct-2021.pdf 

This months main feature is YouTube 

 

TERM DATES 

Autumn Term 2021 

Thurs 2nd Sept  -  Fri 17th Dec 

Spring Term 2022 

Tues 4th Jan  -  Fri 1st April  

Summer Term 2022 

Tues 19th April  -  Thurs 21st July 

Our website is regularly updated 

with information on local events 

which may be of interest which 

you can access by clicking here  

https://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/news-

events/weekly-newsletters/local-

events/ 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2021/2022 

 

Friday 22nd Oct 21 

Friday 11th Feb 22 

Monday 6th June  22 

Friday 22nd July 22 

This 

Week’s 

Awards 

Values 

Award 

Maths 

Award 

Reading 

Award 

Squirrels Maddie Erin Nathan 

Robins Zachary Harry Ariana 

Rabbits Tommy Gracie Albie 

Bumblebee Bailey Ronan Leia 

Kingfisher Izabelle T Oliver  Poppy 

Woodpecker Ronnie Henry Nieve 

Mole Samuel Carson Alfie 

Owl Erin Alex Sofia 

 

 

Well done to the children using TTRS. It is great to see your speed 

getting quicker and that you are earning more points.  

Remember to keep practising your tables so you can answer them as 

quick as our leaders. 

Fastest Speed 
Number of Coins  

earned this term 

1st—Louis Yr 5 0.46 1st—Zachary Yr. 6 20,450 

2nd— Carson Yr 5 0.64 2nd—Louis Yr. 5 15, 046 

3rd—James D Year 5 1.14 3rd  - Chloe Yr. 6 9573 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup goes 
to     

Woodpecker Class 

99.1% attendance for last 
week. 

Well done to you all! 
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