
Dear Parents/Carers 

In assemblies this week we looked at our school vision: ‘Grow, Learn, Persevere, Succeed’. We linked this 

to our current world climate situation, developing our understanding of climate disasters around the world 

and discussed the need for creating sustainability in order to enable our children to grow in their learning 

and fulfill their ambitions in the future. 

As sustainability is a key area of focus for our school, I thought you would like to see pictures we shared: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I read a short story about a boy who rescued a number of star fish from a huge number which had been 

washed up onto the shore, and we recognized that we can all play a small part in protecting and saving our 

planet. Children suggested the following: 

1. Reducing our electricity consumption by turning lights off and other electrical items 

2. Recycling 

3. Buying foods produced in Essex 

4. Walking whenever possible rather than using a car 

Every little helps! 

Grow Learn Persevere Succeed 
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Firework safety 

Squirrel, Robin and Rabbit classes were reminded in assembly today of the importance of being safe at any fire-

work events. Reminders included: 

1. Following adult instructions 

2. Holding sparklers away from their faces 

3. Keeping a safe distance from any bonfires 

4. Looking after pets 

5. Wrapping up warm 

6. Staying close to family members on any walks around the village 

Scarecrows/Guys 

It has been great seeing a number of scarecrows/guys popping up in our village and I hope families enjoy an au-

tumn walk finding as many as possible. Here is one, situated in Little Leighs. 

Remembrance Day 

Next Thursday, 11th November is Remembrance Day and we will be having assemblies 

based on this theme as well as a minute of silence at 11.00am. In the past we have 

had poppies in for the children to purchase however changed this last year due to 

COVID. As last year, children will make either a poppy or a poppy picture in school and 

bring this home on Thursday or Friday next week. Should any parents wish to make a 

donation to the Royal British Legion, a very worthy cause, you can do so via Parent-

Mail payments, Poppy Appeal. Many thanks for your support.  

Non-Uniform Day 

It has been great to see children in their own clothes today. Thank you very much for all the donations to FOGLS for 

their Christmas Festival, scheduled for Saturday 27th November 3 – 5.30pm. Any parent support in running a stall 

or helping prepare the school for this event would be very gratefully received.  You can put your name against a 

stall on ParentMail under payment items, Christmas Festival volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hot Chocolate Friday  

Well done to those children who received this week’s golden ticket to join Mrs Waters for 

Hot Chocolate Friday for showing fantastic behaviours this week at school.  Even Mr Finch 

has been good this week!!   

Children at break time 

today. 



Christmas Celebrations 

We are planning to invite parents to see Christmas Nativities or Christmas Celebration Assemblies in the school hall 

towards the end of this term. To keep the numbers of parents to a manageable number, only one parent per child/

family can take up this invitation, except for Squirrel Class who, due to being the only class involved in their pro-

duction, will invite one parent each morning. There will be a maximum number allowed for each performance, so 

please book on ParentMail from tonight (Friday 5th Nov) at 8pm.  Dates and details are as follows: 

Squirrel Class Christmas Nativity for parents will be on Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th December at 9.30. One 

ticket per child will be allocated for each performance.  

Robin and Rabbit Class joint Christmas Production will be on Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th December at 

10.30am. One ticket per child will be allocated over the two performances. 

Bumblebee and Kingfisher joint Christmas Celebration Assembly will be on Monday 13th December at 

2.15pm and Tuesday 14th December at 9.30am. One ticket per child will be allocated over the two performances. 

Mole, Woodpecker and Owl joint Christmas Celebration Assembly will be on Tuesday 14th December at 

10.30am and Wednesday 15th December at 2.15pm. One ticket per child will be allocated over the two perfor-

mances. 

A ParentMail will be sent out shortly for parents to book their ticket. 

Staff News 

As our first half term came to a close we said goodbye and thank you to Mrs Tracey Precious-Yates from the office 

who has moved on to pastures new. Today we say farewell and thank you to Mrs Clair Smith for all her time, care 

and support as a midday assistant at Great Leighs. Both ladies have been super members of our staff team and we 

wish them well in their new positions. 

Club Reminders 

Children who attend early morning football club with Mr Finch need to wear their football kit to school and bring 

their uniform to change into or their PE kit if it is a PE day. Children who have an after school club which requires 

them to be in PE kit attend school in their school PE kit. Many thanks. 

Wishing you a very enjoyable weekend with your family. 

Best wishes 

Janis Waters 

Upcoming Events  

8th Nov 21 Author Visit to Yr. 5/6 

16th Nov 21 Rabbit Class to Colchester Zoo 

16th Nov 21 Bags 2 School 9am collection 

19th Nov 21 Boys football A & B teams v Boreham Away 

23rd Nov 21 Robin Class to Chelmsford Museum AM 

27th Nov 21 FOGLS Christmas Festival  

29th Nov 21 Viking Day Kingfisher Class 

7th Dec 21 9.30am Squirrel Class Nativity 

7th Dec 21 10.30am Robin & Rabbit Christmas Production 

8th Dec 21 9.30am Squirrel Class Nativity 

8th Dec 21 10.30am Robin & Rabbit Christmas Production 

13th Dec 21 2.15pm Bumblebee & Kingfisher Christmas Celebration Assembly  

14th Dec 21 9.30am Bumblebee & Kingfisher Christmas Celebration Assembly  

14th Dec 21 10.30am Mole, Woodpecker & Owl Christmas Celebration Assembly  

15th Dec 21 2.15pm Mole, Woodpecker & Owl Christmas Celebration Assembly 



School Admissions 

Do you have a child due to start school in September 2022?  Primary 
School admission round opens on Monday 8th November 2021 for 
parents to apply for a reception place. 

The statutory national closing date for applications is 15th January 
2022. 

From 8th November 2021 applications can be made via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 

The website also has a copy of the Primary Education in Essex 2022-23 booklet and the Schools Admis-
sions Policies Directories contain details of all admission policies. 

 

Spooky trail success 

Thank you to all you spooky spotters who found each of the crazy 
carved pumpkin pictures around the village on our Spooky Trail. We 

raised a FRIGHTENING £153.82 for the school. Keep your eyes 

peeled as our village trail will be back in 2022 with a new challenge 
and of course a treat for all those who take part.   

Many thanks 

FOGLS 

Children in Need 

Friday 19th November 2021 

Each class will be making Pudseys from small change again this year. 

Raid those penny jars and join in! 



Kingfisher class 

Kingfisher Class started the week with a day in the life of a 
newspaper reporter. The class handled replica artefacts from 
the Vikings and tried to discover what they were and used for. 
Throughout the morning they made notes, taking quotes and 
logging details of the morning. 

We then looked at the success criteria of a newspaper report 
and started to produce one for the Thursday deadline. 

Newsletter headline from Lana - “Vikings invaded year 4”. 

A quote from Kaycee - "The children put on white gloves to 
absorb any dirt from the replicas". 

Excellent reporters in Year 4! 

Squirrel Class 

 

Squirrel class enjoyed creating fireworks 

in PE this week.  

We experimented with different movements 

and shapes and then worked in pairs to create 

a firework routine!  



KS1 Art Club 

KS1 art club enjoyed 
creating fireworks this 

week using chalks. 

KS2 Art Club 

This week in KS2 art club we 
created our own firework art-

work to celebrate bonfire 
night. We used oil pastels to 
create the firework effects!  



Owl Class 

In French we have been describing different 
clothes. By: James B 

Rabbit Class 

 

Rabbits made poppy art in preparation for Remembrance Day.  Look out for them in 
our classroom window! 



 

For Maths Week England we want to make maths exciting and high profile in our school. We will be 

taking part in a friendly competition involving schools from England from Monday 8th November to 

Thursday 11th November. It’s all done online via play.ttrockstars.com.  For more information please 

refer to the ParentMail sent out earlier in the week. 

Good Luck!    Mr Garlick  





Read our latest Online Safety newsletter here: 

https://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2021/10/Online-Safety-Newsletter-Oct-2021.pdf 

This months main feature is YouTube 

 

TERM DATES 

Autumn Term 2021 

Thurs 2nd Sept  -  Fri 17th Dec 

Spring Term 2022 

Tues 4th Jan  -  Fri 1st April  

Summer Term 2022 

Tues 19th April  -  Thurs 21st July 

Our website is regularly updated 

with information on local events 

which may be of interest which 

you can access by clicking here  

https://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/news-

events/weekly-newsletters/local-

events/ 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2021/2022 

Friday 11th Feb 22 

Monday 6th June 22 

Friday 22nd July 22 

 

 

It is great to see your speed getting quicker and that you are earning 
more points. Remember to keep practising your tables so you can 

answer them as quick as our leaders.   

Remember next week is the national tournament. Try to earn points 
for the school and your class. 

Fastest Speed 
Number of Coins  

earned this term 

1st—Louis Yr 5—0.46 1st—Zachary Yr 6—24,606 

2nd— Carson Yr 5—0.64 2nd—Louis Yr 5 —15,856 

3rd—James D Yr 5—1.14 3rd  - Izabelle  Yr 4—13970 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup goes to     

Owl Class 

99.2% attendance for the 
week before half term. 

 

Well done to you all! 

 

 

 

This 

Week’s 

Awards 

Values Award 
Maths 

Award 

Reading 

Award 

Squirrels Harrison Willow Owen 

Robins Ellie Sophia C Frank 

Rabbits Maelani & Mimi Chloe & Ben Freddie & JJ 

Bumblebee Lila Aidan & Ollie Isla 

Kingfisher Isabelle S Amelie Teddy R 

Woodpecker Lily Toby Ollie E 

Mole Erin Alfie Louis 

Owl Zak M Lucas Star 
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