
Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you for joining us last Saturday at FOGLS Christmas Festival; what a lovely 

occasion for children and parents despite the perpetual fresh air! A massive 

thanks to Kate and her FOGLS team for putting together such a wonderful after-

noon, and to all stall holders and volunteers for giving up their time for our 

school. We will let you know as soon as we hear how much was raised.  

Christingle 

Today Rev Sandra visited school to share her ‘Christingle Assembly’ with both 

key stages. Mrs Smith has been very busy preparing Christingle packs for the 

children to take home tonight which you will find in their school bags. A 

ParentMail was sent yesterday informing you of this pack for your children. 

Please follow all the safety instructions in making the Christingle with your 

children and enjoy lighting the candle and sharing a special moment with 

them. You may be aware that the idea of the Christingle came from the Chil-

dren’s Society which wanted to raise money for children who needed hope and the possibility of a 

brighter future following very challenging circumstances. Should you wish to donate to this cause, 

please go to ParentMail shop and look for Christingle. 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to share your photographs of your Christingle celebration with your children, 

please send a photograph to Carol at office@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk and we will put it in next 

week’s newsletter. 

Village Christmas Tree lighting event – Friday 17th December 

In assemblies this morning our wonderful villager Anne Wilson informed the 

children about this year’s competition to find out who is going to switch the 

village Christmas tree lights at the village hall on Friday 17th December at 

7.00pm. Children have been invited to enter a ‘design a Christmas tree’ com-

petition, and the lucky winners from each age group will start the festive sea-

son and village sing-song by switching on the tree lights. Children will need a 

piece of A4 paper to design their own tree. This can be coloured, painted, or made into a collage. 

Entries must be returned to school by Tuesday 14th December and must have your child’s name 

and year group on the back.   

Do put Friday 17th December in your diary as it is a super evening for all villagers to sing familiar 

Christmas carols, enjoy a mince pie/sausage roll and mulled wine and listen to the amazing Vocal 

Reflections. A great way to start Christmas and end a busy term at school.  
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Christmas Performances 

Thank you very much for booking your seat for your child’s Christmas 

performance, the first of which are taking place next week. Thank you 

in advance for taking an LFT test the morning of your visit and for 

wearing a mask during the performance unless unable to due to a 

medical condition. We have a list of all bookings and you will be signed 

in on entry to the school hall. Please wait outside the school gates; we 

will admit parents approximately ten minutes before each perfor-

mance starts. We look forward to welcoming you into school.  

Christmas Lunch – Friday 10th December 

Next Friday, 10th December, the children will be having their school Christmas 

dinner. Sam and Kelly are very busy making preparations for this festive meal. 

Children may wear a Christmas jumper and can enter the Christmas hat competi-

tion which will be judged within each class. Have fun! Pre-bookings are now 

closed, if you have not made an order please ensure your child has a packed 

lunch with them as we are unable to cater for anything other than pre-booked 

dinners.  

Choir Singing at Tesco 

Well done to the school choir who sang beautifully outside Tesco 

this week, raising just over £96 for school funds.  Apparently, a cou-

ple of members of the public said that the choir had angelic voices 

and made them feel that Christmas has started! Keep up the good 

work!  

 

Thank you to Miss Plumb for organising 

this and last Saturday’s performance at the school Festival.  

 

 

Welcome to new staff 

A big Great Leighs welcome to our two new midday assistants, Mrs Wilson and Miss Rumsey who started 

with us recently and also to Mrs Lisa Saville who has joined us in the office.  If you have any Stay ‘n’ Play 

or Breakfast club queries please contact Lisa direct on schools@greatleighs.essex.sch.uk  -  please note 

this email address is slightly different to the one used before. 

Wishing you a good weekend with your families. 

 

Janis Waters 



Read our latest Online Safety newsletter here: 

https://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2021/12/Online-Safety-Newsletter-Dec-

2021.pdf 

This months main feature is Parental Controls 

 

Rabbit Class  -  Forest School  

 

Rabbits enjoyed their chilly 

but fun time at Forest 

Schools today.   

They especially enjoyed 

using their binoculars!  

REMINDER 

Our last day of term is Friday 17th December 21 and as always at Christmas 

break school will finish at 2pm  - There will be no Stay ‘n’ Play available on this 

day. 

CLUBS 

Teacher run clubs have now finished for the term with 

the exception of Musical Theatre.  A note has been 

sent home with Musical Theatre children regarding 

the extra session  -  please ensure you respond asap.  

Chris Finch’s football clubs and FOGLS gym club are on 

as usual next week.  
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Kingfisher Class  -  Viking Day 

On Monday 29th November it was Viking day for year 4. 
We all came in terrific costumes. We did lots of fantastic 
activities to learn more about the Vikings including trans-
lating Viking writing, looking at the different clothing and 
making a fence. The best bit was learning the Viking num-
bers to put together a giant puzzle that made a Longboat! 
We acted out different parts inside it.   By: Brandon 



Squirrel Class 

Squirrel class have been learning about how to keep our teeth clean and healthy. We need to brush our teeth for 2 
minutes twice a day, make sure we don't have too many sugary foods or drinks and visit the dentist regularly.  

We then used a toothbrush to practice brushing away all the food and plaque on the pictures and sorted lots of 
healthy and unhealthy foods. 

Owl Class  

Bumblebee Class 

 

Owl Class as part of their science work exam-
ined natural selection through similar analysis 
of what Darwin studied. Darwin studied finch-
es, birds, on the Galapagos Islands. He noticed 
that the finches had different beaks. Our beaks 
for this experiment are different utensils such 
as spoons forks and scissors. Our beaks were 
used to collect food, which in our case were: 
Macaroni, Pasta shells, Jelly Beans and Mini 
Gems.  This helped reinforce our work last 

week in English when we wrote some fantastic 
biographies about Charles Darwin. 

Bumblebee Class have started to sew 
their Christmas decorations for our class 

tree! We have many different designs 
including Christmas trees, Christmas 

jumpers, hearts, gingerbread men and 
snowmen. Keep your eyes peeled for our 
finished pieces over the next few weeks!  





TERM DATES 

Autumn Term 2021 

Thurs 2nd Sept  -  Fri 17th Dec 

Spring Term 2022 

Tues 4th Jan  -  Fri 1st April  

Summer Term 2022 

Tues 19th April  -  Thurs 21st July 

Our website is regularly updated 

with information on local events 

which may be of interest which 

you can access by clicking here  

https://greatleighs.essex.sch.uk/

news-events/weekly-newsletters/

local-events/ 

Staff Training Non-Pupil Days 

2021/2022 

Friday 11th Feb 22 

Monday 6th June 22 

Friday 22nd July 22 

ATTENDANCE CUP 

The Attendance Cup goes to     

Mole Class 

98.6% attendance for last 
week. 

 

Well done to you all! 

 

 

 

This 

Week’s 

Awards 

Values Award 
Maths 

Award 

Reading 

Award 

Squirrels Amelie Owen Ashley 

Robins Henley Isabelle Ryleigh 

Rabbits Isaac Skylar William M 

Bumblebee Albie Honey Alice 

Kingfisher Dylan Ronnie Albie 

Woodpecker Tilly Nieve Ben 

Mole Tommy Albert Jessica 

Owl Emmie Kyle Erin  

It is great to see your speed getting 

quicker and that you are earning 

more points. Remember to keep 

practising your tables so you can answer them as quick as our leaders.   

 

Fastest Speed Number of Coins  

1st—Louis Yr 5—0.45 1st—Louis Yr  5  -  245,954 

2nd— Carson Yr 5—0.64 2nd—Carson Yr 5  -  97,390 

3rd—James D Yr 5—1.14 3rd  - Charlie  Yr 6  -  63,241 

Upcoming Events 

7th Dec 21 9.30am Squirrel Class Nativity 

7th Dec 21 10.30am Robin & Rabbit Christmas Production 

8th Dec 21 9.30am Squirrel Class Nativity 

8th Dec 21 10.30am Robin & Rabbit Christmas Production 

10th Dec 21 Christmas Jumper/Hat and Christmas Dinner Day  

13th Dec 21 FOGLS Panto Treat - KS2 - Christmas Carol 

13th Dec 21 
2.15pm Bumblebee & Kingfisher Christmas Celebration As-
sembly 

14th Dec 21 
9.30am Bumblebee & Kingfisher Christmas Celebration As-
sembly 

14th Dec 21 
10.30am Mole, Woodpecker & Owl Christmas Celebration 
Assembly 

14th Dec 21 FOGLS Panto Treat - KS1 -   

15th Dec 21 
2.15pm Mole, Woodpecker & Owl Christmas Celebration As-
sembly 

17th Dec 21 2pm finish LAST DAY OF TERM  
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